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“In every situation, through 

prayer and petition with 

thanksgiving, let your re-

quests be known to God.  

And the peace of God that 

surpasses all understanding 

will guard your hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesus.” Phil. 

4:6. 

 

With Thanksgiving Day 

coming and our tradition of celebrating with a huge 

turkey dinner and all the fixings, we proclaim the 

true thanksgiving we as Christians have in Jesus 

Christ.  There’s nothing wrong with turkey and 

dressing, football, and pumpkin pie; don’t get me 

wrong.  However, I think that we all ought to re-

member to give the ‘Thanks’ to God for giving His 

provisions to us.  So many, many blessings have 

been given to us.  We need to count them, if we can, 

to really celebrate!  We also ought to be reminded 

that we are to worship our Lord God as those early 

settlers did at Plymouth, Mass., calling the commu-

nity to come together in prayer.  (We will have a Eu-

charist…or ’Great Thanksgiving’ service at 10am, 

Nov. 28th) 

 

As Holy Scripture says, we are to make our prayers 

in every situation seasoned with thanksgiving.  We 

know God wants to give us those good things that 

we need and He will listen to all our prayers of sup-

plication.  He wants us to give Him thanks for all our 

blessings.  The Lord then says His Peace will accom-

pany us, guarding our minds and hearts!  This per-

fect harmony with God is the mark of disciples who 

have their faith in Jesus Christ who gives them His 

eternal gift… peace.  Jesus said, “My peace I give to 

them, not as the world gives do I give them, I give 

them my peace.” John 14:27.  Jesus gives us Him-

self, the embodiment of eternal peace.  This immeas-

urable dimension of the reality of eternity continu-

ously escorts a believer into deeper realms of spiritu-

al discovery.  It’s here we find God’s presence, His 

Person and His Peace.  He is the One who is guard-

ing our minds with His Spirit that lives within us.  

Jesus, our Lord and Savior, abides within the faithful 

soul.  Thanksgiving opens the door to the expansive-

ness of heaven.  We get to taste and see how good it 

is in Him.  Thanking Jesus for dying for us, forgiv-

ing us, and giving us new life is a daily, joyful expe-

rience of His dynamic love.   

 

True thanksgiving is living into the reality of Jesus’ 

love for us.  It is a ‘lifelong’ activity that never fades 

away.  Thanking Jesus means we will be filled with 

overflowing zeal to live a life of thanks-giving.  

Where and when we have a blessing from God, 

we’re enabled to thank someone else too.  Thanks-

giving then is a communal act.  As a community of 

faith in God, we give thanks to Him for His saving 

grace through His Son Jesus, and we thank Him for 

the others in our lives that He has saved as well.  

What could we possibly pay for this blessed assur-

ance and peace?  We can’t possible pay back God!  

We just give Him our hearts of thanks for the joy of 

new life He’s given us.  

 

True thanksgiving then is only found in Christ.  This 

truth we will celebrate.  This Peace we will pass on 

to others.  The love of Christ we will share with any 

one who will receive us.  The joy of the Lord will be 

our way of life.  Thank you Lord Jesus for dying for 

us and giving us new life in your Kingdom!   

 

With this being said, as we finish the church year on 

Christ The King Sunday (Nov. 24th), we once again 

give thanks to God for the full cycle of living the life 

of Christ throughout the previous 12 months.  The 

first Sunday of Advent starts the New Year on Dec. 

1st.  As we think back on this church year and have 

lived the birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascen-

sion of Christ Jesus, along with the teachings of the 

Apostles to build His Church, we gain a deeper ap-

preciation of how blessed we are as members of His 

Body—the Church.  This realization leads us to gen-

uine thanksgiving.  We therefore celebrate in the 

special moments and touches of liturgy and tradi-

tions.  It is exciting for us to give thanks.   

 

(Continued on page 3) 

“True Thanksgiving”   
By Fr. Joe Rees 
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Soaking Prayer 
 

November 13, 2013 

Wear your comfortable clothes, bring your pillow, a blanket, and 

get ready to soak in the awesome presence of the Lord.  Bring a 

Friend!  Bring several friends!  You will all be blessed! 

With this appreciation of God’s Word and Life of 

Christ in our community, we are led as well to give 

thanks through our offerings and tithes.  Thanksgiv-

ing leads to stewardship.  It’s one of the practical 

ways we offer our thanks to God.  We recognize that 

all material blessings we have received are from God 

and we give Him back ten percent of our income He 

has given us.  We are joyful in our giving to God.  It 

means that we are blessing Him through extending 

His Church in the world.  Won’t you consider 

‘Striving To Tithe’ by adding one percent each year 

until you get to 10%?  You will be blessed! 

 

True thanksgiving recognizes that our greatest ser-

vice to God is found in our engaging in His plan for 

our lives.  Every day we need to ask the question, 

“What can I do to show You my love and thankful-

ness Lord?”  Let the Spirit guide you in answering 

that question but as you thankfully offer yourself to 

Him for His use, you will be inspired and taught just 

how you take part in His Kingdom on earth.  I en-

courage you to engage in many of our ministries and 

our small groups that bring ministry to life.  And, 

thank you for all you do to bring the love of Christ to 

others through those ministries.   

 

Finally, I am personally thankful for all of you.  

Without you we cannot be the Church.  With your 

joyful and loving responses to the Lord’s call to 

serve Him, you have made this community rich with 

His love and blessings.  As we go into Advent, we 

will once again prepare for the coming of the Lord, 

something that we pray will one Day happen again!  

Prepare the way of the Lord!  Pray with thanksgiv-

ing, knowing for certain that He will take us to be 

with Him for all eternity.  It’s our hope.  It’s His 

promise.  Oh, how truly thankful we are! 

 

Love in Christ, 

 

 

 

Fr. Joe 
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“. . .give thanks in all circum-

stances; for this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

 (I Thessalonians 5:18) 

 

Many families, when they gather 

around the Thanksgiving table, 

try to think of things for which they are thankful from 

the past year.  These often revolve around family, 

food, perhaps rescue from some illness or danger, a 

new job, etc.  It is more difficult to give thanks for 

hard situations:  a painful divorce, an estrangement 

from family members, the death through illness or 

even suicide of someone close to us, the loss of the 

family’s main source of income and support, or even 

of one’s home, piled-up debts with no foreseeable 

way to repay them.  These are very difficult situations 

and giving thanks for them does not seem appropri-

ate.  Even if we somehow do accept that we ought to 

give thanks for them, actually doing it is very hard. 

 

 In the opening verses of many Epistles by 

Paul, there is a declaration of thanksgiving for the 

church to which he is writing: 
 

“We ought always to give thanks to God for you, 

brothers, as is right, because your faith is growing 

abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one 

another is increasing.”  

 (II Thessalonians 1:3) 
 

“I give thanks to my God always for you because of 

the grace of God that was given you in  

 Christ Jesus. . .”  (I Corinthians 1:4) 
 

“I want you to know, brothers, that what has hap-

pened to me has really served to advance the gos-

pel.”  (Philippians 1:12)  

[Giving thanks in a time of suffering] 
 

Then, too, way back in Genesis, after his brothers 

sent him into bondage, not to be freed for twenty 

years, then to become second in command to Phar-

oah, Joseph reassured his brothers in their feelings of 

guilt, by telling them:  “Do not fear. . you meant evil 

against me, but God meant it for good. .”   (Genesis 

50:19-20) 

Giving thanks to our Heavenly Father for the hard 

times is very important. It is not that He has caused 

the cancer or the loss of a job or a home.  It is not that 

he has caused the estrangement in the family or the 

hard things to be said.  It is not that He brings the 

pain into our lives.  But He does allow it. 

 

Thousands of things could happen to us every week, 

but we are spared from them.  Most we don’t even 

know about.  But when something hard does come, it 

is because our Lord knows that it can produce fruit in 

us and give Him glory.  He wants our roots to grow 

deeper, our wings to grow stronger.  And this particu-

lar thing that has come upon us is the very thing that, 

if we give thanks for it, will produce that fruit.  Not 

only that, but our Lord Jesus is with us every moment 

of our trial.  He doesn’t go anywhere. 

 

His comfort and strength, his perseverance, His wis-

dom, His patience, His faith is immediately available 

hour-by-hour, day-by-day.  As Max Lucado says in 

his book of the same name:  “We Will Get Through  

This.”  

 

If we look back at the hard times in the past, perhaps 

we can see how we got through them.  Did we moan 

and whimper?  Or did we cling tightly to Jesus even 

though we saw no way out nor when it would all end?  

What were the results of our faith afterward? Was it 

stronger or weaker?  Did our love for our family be-

come stronger or did it result in hard times there too?  

Did we come through the experience with new insight 

and understanding?   

 

When Thanksgiving comes and we gather around the 

dinner table, let us try to look back at the hard times 

and examine them from these perspectives. Let us try 

to give thanks for them – especially for getting 

through them (if we have yet) and for what we have 

learned because of them. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving to you!   

Fr. Richard  

“Giving Thanks is Sometimes Hard Work” 
 

Fr. Richard Bowman 
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“Go and Do Likewise” 
At the heart of our Stewardship 
Campaign is Jesus’ parable of 
the Good Samaritan.  The Sa-
maritan’s compassion led him 
to give his time, energy, and 

resources to the man in need.  Jesus looked at 
the crowds gathered around him and said to 
them, “Go and Do Likewise.” 
 
As Christians those words are being spoken to 
us.  Each autumn we at Grace Anglican deliber-
ately pause in the busyness of our lives to re-
member that God counts on us to share gener-
ously with others in the same way the God 
shares generously with us. 

 
Our “Go and Do Likewise” stewardship cam-
paign began on October 20 with the distribution 
of anonymous pledge cards and will conclude at 
our First Fruits ingathering on November 3.  (So 
that we know who have submitted anonymous 
pledges, we ask that you also submit a separate 
slip of paper with your name on it (but not the 
amount).) 
 
Your faithful contributions of money, time, and 
talent are essential to the continuation of the 
blessed work we do at Grace Anglican.  Every-
one who is touched by our ministry of love and 
compassion, now and in the years to come, will 
be grateful.  
                            (Adapted) 

  Our Landlord has upgraded the 
“monuments” at the east and west entranc-
es to our church site from Oceanside Boule-
vard.  The upgraded monuments show our 
name in larger letters and in yellow.  They 
told us that this would result in a non-
negotiable $30/month addition to our month-
ly lease expense.   

 Last month our trailer was stolen from the 
parking lot in front of the church.  The police 
found it abandoned in Chula Vista.  It is now 
located at Oasis, where it should be more 
secure.   

 The Vestry approved the proposed Steward-
ship Program, beginning with distribution of 
anonymous pledge cards on October 20 and 
their collection on November 3.  

 The Vestry commended Fr Joe, the church 
staff, and the many volunteers who made 
the Kingdom Conference successful. 

 The Natural Church Development books 
have arrived.  Many of us heard NCD 

presentations at the Kingdom Conference.  
Next month we will discuss our readiness to 
take the next steps with NCD.   

 The Vestry approved a proposal to produce 
a picture directory of Grace Anglican mem-
bers before Christmas.  Each family or per-
son photographed will receive one free print 
and a free copy of the directory. 

 At our November 10 meeting the Vestry will 
provide budget guidance to our Treasurer.  
This is the time to express any thoughts that 
you may have been saving for an appropri-
ate occasion.  

  Please prayerfully wait on the Lord for dis-
cernment regarding your potential calling to 
serve on the Vestry beginning in January 
2014.  Please email your thoughts to Jackie 
Lansing, William Culbreth, and me (the 
“senior class,” which is responsible for iden-
tifying the next Vestry candidates). 

 
Respectfully submitted, Richard Rieder 

VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS, October, 2013 
By Richard Rieder 

From the Rector’s Warden 
By Richard Rieder 
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This month I present you with a simple spiritual for-

mation tool that will allow you to take your spiritu-

al pulse, and if needed (and desired) provide you 

with the opportunity to re-orient your life so that you 

are more likely to live into and out of who God cre-

ated you to be. And this month I am going to offer it 

to you absolutely free – but wait, there is more! If 

you use this amazing spiritual formation tool not on-

ly will you immediately be able to discern your spir-

itual pulse, have the opportunity to re-orient your life 

if you so choose, you will also, over time, become 

more aware of the internal movements of God’s 

Spirit and develop the ability to discern the leading 

of God in the ongoing circumstances of your life. 

Sound too good to be true? This is my guarantee to 

you; if this simple spiritual formation tool does not 

help you to immediately ascertain your spiritual 

pulse, more fully live into and out of who God cre-

ated you to be and live life with a greater awareness 

of and partnership with God’s Spirit, then you will 

be reimbursed for the entire cost of your yearly sub-

scription to this monthly musing. That’s right! 

 

The remarkable tool I am referring to incorporates a 

particular understanding of consolation and desola-

tion. Now these words are normally defined in 

terms of one’s affect. I am happy, joyful, pleased… 

this is consolation. Conversely, if we are sad, down, 

frustrated…we are in desolation. It is important to be 

aware of our affect, but I am going to redefine con-

solation and desolation: volitionally, relating to our 

ability to choose. When speaking of volitional con-

solation/desolation the concern switches from feel-

ings to our internal focus. Where is this event, cir-

cumstance, interaction taking us – toward God (life) 

or away from God (death)? Thus volitional conso-

lation is defined as an interior movement toward 

God, while volitional desolation has to do with inte-

rior movement away from God. 

 

A simple way to remember the difference between 

volitional consolation and volitional desolation is 

this: consolation means that God is on the screen of 

my life, while desolation means God is not on that 

screen. When we talk about volitional consolation 

and desolation the best way to think about them is in 

terms of the inner orientation of an individual. 

The key question is not what do I feel, but rather 

which direction is my current life situation 

(emotions, circumstances, interactions, thoughts…) 

taking me – toward God or away from God?  

 

Two excellent examples of the combination of the 

affect meaning of consolation/desolation and the vo-

litional meanings of consolation/desolation can be 

found in the lives of Jeremiah and Jesus.  

 

Jeremiah (Lamentations 3:1-25) In this passage Jer-

emiah complains about his circumstances, he is in 

extreme affect desolation; but if one reads carefully 

you will notice he is also in volitional consolation, 

for his complaints are all directed to God. God is on 

his screen and when God is on your screen any-

thing is possible. We see what is possible when 

God remains on our screen in verses 21 when Jere-

miah suddenly states; “This I recall to my mind, 

therefore I have hope. The Lord’s lovingkindnesses 

indeed never cease, For His compassions never fail. 

They are new every morning;  Great is Your faith-

fulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul,  
“Therefore I have hope in Him.” The Lord is good to 

those who wait for Him, to the person who seeks 

Him. 

 

Jeremiah, even in the midst of affect desolation, 

was practicing volitional consolation for his moan-

ing and complaining was directed toward God. He 

was choosing life and this life eventually burst forth 

within him. His circumstances remained the same 

but his volitional consolation eventually brings him 

life. 

 

We see Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane (Mt 

26:36-46) in the grip of affect desolation. He is 

sweating drops of blood but he chooses to move to-

ward God in prayer (volitional consolation) asking 

(Continued on page 7) 

Taking Your Spiritual Pulse 
by Larry Warner 
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God “if possible let this cup pass but not my will but 

your God’s will be done.” Jesus, overwhelmed emo-

tionally,chooses to focus on God, to put God on his 

screen, volitional consolation. This frees Jesus 

from the paralyzing effects of fear and enables him in 

the midst of this traumatic time to live true to who he 

is – to do the will of the one who sent him. 

 

So now for a brief quiz. Let’s say a person is in-

formed that she has been promoted, given a new title, 

a significant raise, and a corner office. Also this pro-

motion has been something she has desired and 

prayed about over several months. Upon hearing the 

news she is elated! Is this person in volitional conso-

lation or desolation? The answer is at the bottom of 

the musing. 

 

The simple spiritual formation tool I spoke of earlier 

is this; incorporating the concept of volitional conso-

lation/desolation as defined above, that you 

from time to time throughout your day internally 

stop (you could be in middle of a meeting, an errand, 

a task or just finishing something, getting ready to 

start something…) and ask yourself where is this 

(whatever is before you, you are involved in, or just 

completed…) taking me; to God or away from God? 

In that movement you will have a good idea of where 

your heart is and in that precise moment be afforded 

the opportunity to make a choice toward God or away 

from God. Over time, you will discern in the flow of 

your day if indeed your heart is God-focused or not. 

One cool thing is that the moment when you employ 

this simple tool you have already, at least in part, 

turned toward God, if you had not been prior to this 

time. What this simple tool helps us to do is to be-

come internally aware and once aware we can 

make a choice. So much of life is mindlessly lived. 

We are swept through a day unaware internally and 

so are at the mercy of our circumstances, our culture. 

This simple tool helps to momentarily stop, become 

aware and adjust accordingly. One important note: 

when you stop and realize that God is not on our 

screen, this is NOT about condemnation (see Rom 

8:1) but about being invited into freedom, freedom to 

live the life we want to live at the depth of our being, 

the life we were created to live, the abundant life in 

Christ.  

 

An ongoing awareness of our volitional consolation 

and desolation is critical to be free to more fully live 

into and out of who God has created us to be. This 

awareness also helps us to live proactively rather 

than reactively. This simple spir itual formation 

tool helps us to pause and become aware of where we 

are internally headed – toward God (life) or away 

from God (death). Once we become aware we can 

then adjust as needed and live life as God has intend-

ed.  

 

So why not begin to use this tool throughout your 

day. You do not have to stop or close your eyes but 

simply ask yourself where is this (my circumstances, 

what I am doing, this current interaction) taking me – 

toward God or away from God. For example, I am 

driving down the freeway on my way to a meeting 

and the traffic suddenly slows and now I am creeping 

along, I feel frustration building, I am feeling very 

impatient but then I decide to ask myself where is this 

taking me – toward God or away from God. I now 

can choose, I can continue to be swept along by my 

circumstances that I have no control over or I can turn 

my attention to the One who is in control, the One 

who loves me, delights in me, is faithful to me and be 

free to live true to who I most truly am in Christ.  

 

So give it a try and see what happens.  

 

 

(Question answered) The answer is - we do not know. 

It may be obvious that she is in affect consolation but 

that does not necessarily have anything to do with 

volitional consolation or desolation. The key question 

is where is this promotion, raise, title, new office tak-

ing her internally: toward God (thank you God for 

your grace, your provision, your goodness to me…) 

or away from God (I am awesome, my hard work, 

effort finally paid off, they are finally noticing me, 

there is no stopping me now….). The key question is 

not what is happening or what she is feeling but 

where is this taking her – toward God or away from 

God? 
 



Grace to You... 

8 

 

 

The Kingdom 

Conference 
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Update from Deacon Sue.................... 
 
 
 

 
 
 
THANK YOU TO GOD IN ACTION VOLUNTEERS! 
 
First and foremost, we want to publicly acknowledge and thank our 28+ 
faithful volunteers both youth and adults, who helped us with the God in Ac-
tion ministry to children and families at the Kingdom Conference:  Sabrina, 
Jan, Kari, Oleta, Shirley, Corie, Sonia, Liza, Lilly, Laurie, Joe M., Kaylie, 
Olivia, Emilie, Kai, Kalani, Larry W. Paul, Ellen, Rosie, Drew, Pat, Marlene, 
Brenda, Don, Frank, Esther, Marissa, and all others not named here who 
are specially blessed by God for their service to others.  We estimate that 

you offered over 350+ hours of volunteer time collectively in the preparation and delivery of this 
ministry.  This was truly an amazing team effort led by the Spirit.   
 
We are still receiving tremendous feedback and expressions of gratitude from parents, ministry 
leaders, and clergy (from all over the diocese) that our 25+ superheroes in training (also known as 
God’s disciples) did grow in their knowledge and love of our living God and had tremendous fun 
with our nurturing volunteers. 
 
Here is just one example of the type of comments coming from parents.  Little six year old S had 
forgotten his backpack of created treasures from the week-end  at the worship center and was 
searching and searching for the backpack after the Eucharist.  He did not want to go home without 
it!  We later found it and mailed it to him.  Here is his Mom’s response: 
 
God is indeed good! What a quick answer to prayer! S...... and I had some great conversations 
about Saul/Paul and why would God make someone blind. Or put another way....why would God 
take something away from one of His children. Answer: in order to change their heart to be used for 
His glory ( obviously said a little differently for a 6 yr old mind). 
 
Thank you for using your time and talents to further the kingdom! You are making an impact in the 
next generation.   
 
We sent the following Blessings to parents as a follow-up to our week-end together.  It provides an 
overview of  the disciple-making curriculum we offered the children.  We pray this blessing for all of 
you faithful volunteers as you grow in your own knowledge of God’s Big Story and His love for you.  
May these blessings enrich your lives as you continue to disciple others in His Name.   
 
The new curriculum for Summer 2014 will be ready for viewing in January!  Let us know if 
you’d like to join this life-changing ministry team!  We’ll start prayerful planning in early 
Spring! 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 11) 
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BLESSINGS 
 
LESSON 1:  GOD CREATED EVERYTHING and will send a Savior to heal the break between 
God and His people (us.) 
Psalm 139:  13-14 
For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you because 
I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.” 
May you always know your creator and realize that He loved you even before you were born.  
Out of all of creation:  the trees, the ocean, the animals, even something as beautiful as a 
sunset, you’re His favorite creation!  May you always know how much He loves you...... His 
wonderful creation. 
 
 
LESSON 2:  GOD WILL FIGHT FOR US and set us free from Sin (and Death.) 
Psalm 144:1-3;9 
Praise be to the Lord my  Rock....He is my loving God and my fortress, my stronghold and my deliv-
erer, my shield, in whom I take refuge....O Lord, what is man that you care for him...? I will sing a 
new song to you, O God. 
May you know that God loves you so much that He’ll go to great lengths to fight for you.  
God is strong and victorious, and we can take refuge in Him. 
 
LESSON 3:  GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES and will send a King in the line of David. 
Psalm 86:15 
But Lord, you are a God who is tender and kind.  You are gracious.  You are slow to get angry, you 
are faithful and full of love. 
May you know that God loves you very much.  God always keeps His promises, and we can 
praise Him because He is faithful and full of love. 
 
 
LESSON 4:  GOD SAVES....and Jesus IS the Promised One! 
Romans 8:38-39 
I am absolutely sure that not even death or life can separate us from God’s LOVE.  Not even angels 
or demons, the present or the future, or any powers can do that.  Not even the highest places or the 
lowest, or anything else in all creation can do that.  Nothing at all can ever separate us from God’s 
love because of what Christ Jesus our Lord has done. 
May you know that God saves.  From the very beginning, He made a plan to save you so you 
could spend forever with Him.  May you always know that no matter where you go.  God 
loves you!!! 
 
 
LESSON 5:  GOD WANTS YOU to be part of HIS Story.  Jesus is always with us through His Holy 
Spirit in our hearts. 
Matthew 28:19-20.....Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them everything I have commanded 
you.  And surely I am with you always.... 
May you grow, day by day,  in your knowledge and love of our Triune God:  God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit......and may you receive God’s blessing and anointing  to be His disci-

(Continued on page 12) 
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ples becoming all that He created you to be and serving others for His glory.   Go forth...as God’s 
superheroes in training! In His Name we pray.....AMEN!!!! 
 
 
THANK YOU TO “STAND UP FOR KIDS” VOLUNTEERS 
CALL for November and December Meals:  November 27 and December 25 
 
The fourth Wednesday of every month is our designated night to provide a home-cooked meal for 
20+ homeless youth in North County.  This month we are preparing grilled hotdogs, macaroni and 
cheese, cookies, juice, and special “seasonal” treats, thanks to our 18+ volunteers and intercessors 
for this ministry:  Renuka, JimL. Jane, Pat R., Paul, Suzy, Kari, Bruce, Maureen, David, John G., El-
len, Alice C., Carolyn B., Alecs, Petey, Don, and Sue.  
 
We’d like to offer a hearty Thanksgiving meal for November 27 (day before Thanksgiving) and a 
special Christmas Dinner on December 25.  Please call or e-mail Deacon Sue Bentley @ 
760.445.4049 or shbentley639@gmail.com  if you’d like to contribute a few dollars or prepare 
part of a meal for the November or December meals.  We’re prayerfully planning for these 
meals already! 
 
 
CALL for READING TUTORS FOR MARYLAND ELEMENTARY PARTNERSHIP   
starting in January 2014. 
 
Thank you again to all of you who contributed to our successful backpack/school supplies project for 
Maryland Elementary.  Our contributions helped get the school year off to a great start!  The chil-
dren, staff, teachers, and principal look forward to our developing partnership.   
 
Here again are some glaring statistics for this neighborhood school:  90% poverty level; 40% home-
less (in transition housing), 90% needing support for reading at grade level. 
 
I have been meeting with Carol La Breche, the new principal at Maryland Elementary since Septem-
ber.  We have been prayerfully discerning the best use of volunteer resources for this school to ex-
perience a significant impact on student well-being and student learning.  We are looking at a prov-
en volunteer ministry called “Everyone a Reader”. 
 
The goal of this ministry is to bring the reading level of students in the primary grades, who are be-
low grade level, up to grade level through the support of trained volunteers and parents. 
 
Volunteers work with students (second or third graders to begin with) throughout the school year, 
once a week for 1.5 – 2 hours, usually in the mid-morning hours. They work with the same group of 
4 students who are assigned to them.  The volunteers work in teams of 3 with one teacher.  This 
team of 3 works with the same group of students each week, resulting in one-on-one tutoring for 
each child 3 times, 15 minutes each time, for a total of 45 minutes/week. These volunteers undergo 
training by qualified trainers who have been schooled in the program. Each volunteer is trained on 
techniques of working with students by asking certain questions (prompts) when the child is stuck on 
a word and probing for comprehension. Everyone is encouraged to follow the same procedures so 
the student is always hearing the same vocabulary. 
 

(Continued on page 13) 

mailto:shbentley639@gmail.com
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This program is being used throughout San Diego County and has proven successful in raising 
reading levels as well as test scores.  
 
We are currently praying that the Lord will touch the hearts of parents and volunteers (especially 
from loving, nurturing church families like Grace) to offering 1.5 hours a week to give the cur-
rent elementary children at Maryland a fighting chance at success in reading at grade level.  Some 
of the best and most reliable volunteers are our young Moms and beloved seniors who love children 
as their own. 
 
We are prayerfully wondering if we might be able to form a few teams of three at Grace who might 
be willing to join together and serve as a reading tutor starting in January.  PLEASE CONTACT 
DEACON SUE BENTLEY today,  if you are interested!   
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Newsletter Staff 
 

Editor ............................ Jean Hawk 

Photographers ...........  Russell Seitz 

 Nancy Barnes 

 Julie Miller 
  

The Newsletter is on the web at 

www.graceanglicanchurch.com 

and is available on Sundays in the 

Narthex.  Please pick up an extra 

copy or two to mail to your friends 

or give to someone you think 

might like to know more about 

Grace Anglican Church. 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Joseph R. Rees 
Rector 

 

The Rev. Richard Bowman 
Assisting Priest 

 

The Rev. Dcn. Susan Bentley 
Spiritual Formation/Small Groups 

 

Jean Hawk 
Parish Admin. 

 

Frances Slaughter 
Treasurer 

 

April Snyder 
Music Director  

 

Colleen Nash 
Altar Guild 

 

Stefanie Vallas 
High School & Middle School Youth 

 

Lucy Rees 

Nursery Care 
 

Jennifer Murphy 

Nursery Care Assistant 
 

Bill Laitinen 
Sexton 

Vestry Members  
(Term Expires in 2014) 

Richard Rieder .......................760-631-4683 
(Rector’s Warden) 

Jackie Lansing .......................760-855-5796 
William Culbreth .....................760-931-1377 

Term Expires in 2015) 

Carolyn Blumberg ..................760-685-1954 
Dink Nash ..............................760-453-9259 
Jane Rost .............................. 760-535-3476 

(Term Expires in 2016) 

Mitch Dubski ..........................760-439-5446 
Alfred Focke ...........................760-721-8485 
Dick Sholly ............................. 760-754-8708 

Sacraments and Pastoral Calls 
 

If you need information regarding the Sacramental ministries of the Church, such as Baptism, Marriage, Reconciliation, 

etc., please consult with the Rector. 
 

Baptisms are administered one Sunday per month within the context of the regular worship service. 
 

Marriages are scheduled year-round but are not normally scheduled during the seasons of Advent and Lent.  Pre-marital 

counseling is available from the clergy and is required for marriage at Grace. 
 

If you desire a pastoral call or would like to meet with one of the clergy, please contact the church office during office 

hours (9 am-3 pm).   

Your Vestry Members 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

The deadline for the Dec. 

newsletter is Tuesday, Nov.. 

19th.  The newsletter  is usu-

ally published for distribution 

on the last Sunday of the 

month.  

Fr. Joe Rees 

Rector 
William Culbreth Jackie Lansing Richard Rieder 

Rector’s Warden 

Jane Rost Carolyn Blumberg Dink Nash 

New Vestry members:  (from L. to R)  Alfred Focke, Mitch 

Dubski, Chris Corey (alternate)  & Dick Sholly. 
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Grace Anglican Church 
4055 Oceanside Blvd., Suite P 
Oceanside, CA  92056 

 
Phone:  760-730-9900 
Email:  churchoffice@graceanglicanchurch.com 
Website: www.graceanglicanchurch.com 
churchoffice@graceanglicanchurch.com 
 

November, 2013 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Sunday Services at Grace Anglican Church 
 7:30 a,m.  Spoken Service with Holy Eucharist 
 8:30 a.m. Holy Communion Service with Choir 
 9:45 a.m. Coffee and fellowship 
 10:00 a.m. Nursery opens 
 10:15 a.m.  Holy Communion Service with Praise Team 
 10:15 a.m. Children’s Church and Sunday School 
 Child Care available at the 10:15 a.m. service. 
 Second Sunday of every month—Fellowship Sunday 
  7:30 a.m. Spoken Service with Holy Eucharist 
  9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Service with Music 
    followed by food and fellowship 

 


