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Deacon Sue Bentley, Frances Slaughter and Bill Laitinen 

with Fr. Joe Rees (behind the camera) getting ready to de-

liver 50 Thanksgiving Dinner gift bags to Maryland Ele-

mentary School where they will be given to needy families. 
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Advent preparations are un-

derway.  The Church is deco-

rating for Christmas.  Yes, 

it’s another year of “Tis the 

season”…and not many are 

noticing what is happening 

around the world.  Signs of 

the times.  Typhoon.  Earth-

quakes.  Tornadoes.  Perse-

cutions.  All happening as 

tensions arise within the 

world powers over terrorism, regional warfare, and a 

crisis of the world monetary system.  National debt 

exceeding our ability to manage interest payments; 

the Federal Reserve in question whether it’s backed 

by actual gold, silver or other notes.  A Health Care 

System in chaos!  People out shopping not realizing 

any impending disaster!  Wake up!…He is coming!  

(See Rev. 3: 1-3) 

 

We wait, we don’t know when, we hope and yet we 

believe.  Is Jesus Christ coming with great power 

and authority over all the kingdoms of the earth?  

The Scriptures say so.  And our faith demands us to 

go deeper, to understand God’s purposes in culmina-

tion of His story.  Jesus said, “Father, that they may 

be One as You and I are One.” (John 17) He’s pray-

ing for us to be One with Him.  Our urgent response 

is necessary.  Don’t delay.  The time is short.  What 

are you waiting for?   

 

He is coming again and this time not as a baby in a 

manger.  He’s coming as the King of heaven and 

earth.  What are we to do?  We are called by Him to 

come into His Holy Sanctuary and worship the King 

of kings, Jesus.  Worship Him in these Sundays of 

Advent so that He knows your heart and soul as you 

want Him to receive you.  We will be meeting Him 

face to face soon.  How do you want Him to greet 

you?  “I know you, My beloved son/daughter” or “I 

know who you are because you never talked, never 

really had a personal, intimate, and devoted relation-

ship with Me!”  We must answer these questions.  

Will we believe in Jesus with faithful worship of our 

King now and at His coming?!  What will it be?  Ho-

ly Spirit, empower our worship of Jesus here at 

Grace Anglican, we pray!   

 

  At our Tuesday night Bible Study on ‘The Severn 

Churches of the Apocalypse’, we engaged in the 

Word of the Lord to discern what type of church we 

are as a reflection of the seven churches in Revela-

tion 2-3.  We are Awake!  We are Alive!  We are 

Overcomers!  We are at the Open Door!  We are Re-

pentant and Persevering!  We are the Lord’s posses-

sion!   

 

  We are the Lord’s people and He’s counting on us.  

Since He is coming, we won’t let Him down.  We 

will ‘hold fast’ and ‘stand firm’ and be His Church.  

We must come together in the fullness of worship 

and collectively as One rejoice in His appearing, in 

His Presence.  We must worship our King Jesus.  As 

the year closes down, we need to gather as His 

Church and really worship Him.  Singing praises, 

sincerest prayers, acts of service, and offering testi-

monies of the power of His transforming love are 

needed.  Let’s allow more of the witness of the Holy 

Spirit into us as His Community.  Let’s let the Holy 

Spirit have His way with us.  Come Holy Spirit, 

come!   

 

  Make this Christmas season a wholly different one 

by making it “Holy To The Lord.”  What if Jesus 

was coming back again on New Year’s Eve?  What 

would you be doing if we knew that was the case?  

Who would you call to give the Gospel and who will 

be the person you pray for to receive Christ as their 

Lord and Savior?  Who can you call to meet with 

and say “May I pray for you.  Let me tell you about 

Jesus.”   

 

   Please make this Holy Season different from 

any you’ve had before…really listen to the Lord.  
Make time for Him.  Contemplate His coming again 

for ‘you’.  When you are ready, you’ll be worship-

ping Him with full wide open hearts and bellowing 

songs of praise.  Let your voices be heard across the 

expanse of heaven!  

(Continued on page 3) 

“Worship the King—He’s Coming!”   
By Fr. Joe Rees 



Grace to You... 

3 

 

 

So this Christmas, make every effort to be attending 

to the worship of our King.  Take in several opportu-

nities to worship Him.  Prepare for His coming 

again, He’s on the way even more than any time in 

the past.  And praise Him, praise Him, praise Him!   

 

Love in Christ, 

 

 

 

Fr. Joe 

 

Christmas 2013 at 

Grace Anglican 

 

 

 

December 15 Angel Tree Party at 2:00 p.m. 

 

December 22  Special Children’s Christmas Program  

    at the 10:15 service. 

 

December 24 Family Christmas Eve Service at 5:00 p.m. 

 

December 24 Traditional Christmas Eve Service  

    with choir at 10:00 p.m. 

 

December 25 Christmas Day Service at 10:00 a.m. 
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“Now faith is the TITLE DEED 

of things hoped for, the proof of 

things which are not being 

seen.”  (Hebews 11:1 – Expand-

ed Translation by Wuest) 

 

When, as a child, I hoped  and waited (impatiently!) 

for Christmas to come, I “knew” that it finally would 

come and that there would be gifts for me under the 

Christmas tree. The day arrived and the gifts were 

there.   As a teenager in high school, I both enjoyed 

and trudged through the daily school work, hoping 

and waiting for graduation day and my diploma.  I 

“knew” that day would come, and it did.  As a 

young man in seminary, similarly doing my work in 

preparing for graduation and ordination, I “knew” 

that I would graduate, pass my exams, and finally be 

ordained.  It happened – PTL! 

 

The Old Testament prophecies of the coming of 

Christ, the Messiah, the Savior, were held tightly by 

many, but viewed with skepticism and unbelief by 

others.  Every year that passed, with life harder and 

harder under Roman rule, people wondered if God 

really cared.  But finally the moment arrived:  

“When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth 

His Son, born of woman, born under the law, to re-

deem those who were under the law, so that we 

might receive adoption as sons.”  (Galatians 4:4) 

Yet when the promised Messiah did come, by and 

large He was not recognized.  He did not meet their 

expectations, chiefly to free them of the Roman op-

pressor.  They had not “read their Bibles” carefully 

enough to understand that this Messiah was to be the 

Suffering Servant who was to die and rise again for 

their sins.  To those – like Simeon and Anna in the 

Temple at the time of Jesus’ Presentation – who 

“knew” that He would come, they saw the fulfill-

ment of God’s promise.   

 

From the moment when the Eleven Apostles saw 

their Lord Jesus bodily ascend into heaven, and 

heard the angels’ words to them, “Men of Galilee, 

why do you stand looking into heaven?  This Jesus, 

who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in 

the same way as you saw Him go into heav-

en.”  (Acts 1:11)  From that moment until now be-

lievers have been looking for “this Jesus” to “come 

in the same way”.  Over the centuries many have 

foolishly set dates and times when they were “sure” 

He would return.  But He made clear that it was not 

for them to know the times and seasons, but only the 

Father knows when will be the moment of His Re-

turn.  Even so, those Apostles “knew” that He would 

come back.  That was the ground of their hope and 

the reason for their willingness to suffer for His 

Name – the Resurrection and the promise of Jesus’ 

Return.  So it has been throughout the 2,000 years of 

the Church’s life.  Believers who “know” Jesus 

“know” that He is coming back.   

 

Year by year Christians celebrate the Advent- Christ-

mas seasons.  Some people hate and dread these sea-

sons because something sad or tragic happened one 

Christmas, possibly a long time ago, or more recent-

ly.  If that is your case, may the Lord bless and com-

fort and heal you of the pain.  Whether or not that is 

the case for you, the promises of Advent-Christmas 

are much higher than our painful memories.  In fact, 

the promises include the healing of those memories.  

Why?  Because as believers in the God of the Bible, 

we “know” that His promises will in fact come true.  

The very One who died on the Cross is the healer of 

our bodies and souls – yes, of our painful memories.  

Through the Advent-Christmas observances He bids 

us look up to Him to take hold of the “title deed”  of 

faith in Him and His promised return.  Whenever He 

comes – or when we see Him at our death before that 

time – He will put all things right.  Those pains will 

be completely   obliterated in the Cross.  We will be 

“Hope and Faith 
Promise and Fulfillment, 

Advent and Christmas” 
 

Fr. Richard Bowman 
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Soaking Prayer 
 

December 11, 2013 

Wear your comfortable clothes, bring your pillow, a blanket, and get ready 

to soak in the awesome presence of the Lord.  Bring a Friend!  

Bring several friends!  You will all be blessed! 

 

Everyone  
Known, Loved, and Served with prayer 

 

made whole, and there will be no more suffering or 

tears.  Those promises are what make Advent and 

Christmas complete.  In fact, they are the true mean-

ing. 

 

The happy family activities of Christmas are won-

derful.  They build family memories that last.  But 

their power will fade into unwelcome clean-ups and 

credit card bills and leave us with a jaded 

feeling if not overridden by the true and powerful 

spirit of the promises behind the celebrations:  the 

promised Messiah has come, died, risen, given us 

new life that is eternal, and will come again as Sav-

ior and Judge – for me, for us.  Advent helps us re-

new hope as we wait for Him.  Christmas helps us 

rejoice in Jesus’ Coming in Bethlehem and Calvary 

and the empty Tomb.  Christmas helps our faith to 

become stronger as we see that His First Coming 

was fulfilled, and so will the Second Coming.  We 

already have the Title Deed! 

 

God bless you at this wonderful time of the year. 

Fr. Richard 
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Christmas—2013 

Easter—2013 

Easter Procession 

2013  

was a 

good 

year 
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God in Action—Summer Bible Camp at Grace—August, 2013 

Church Picnic—August ,2013 

Rummage Sale at Grace –September, 2013 

More on next page. 
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During Bishop Thompson’s 

annual visit to Grace last 

spring, he requested a meet-

ing with the Vestry.  I asked 

him to recommend a book or 

program that could help the 

church to grow.  His re-

sponse was, “Natural Church Development.”  

We ordered a book for each Vestry member, 

and we have slowly but surely advanced in our 

understanding of Natural Church Development 

(NCD).  NCD was featured at a conference of 

San Diego Anglicans in August as well as the 

Kingdom Conference in October.  We are fortu-

nate that our own Deacon Sue is taking the lead 

for NCD in the Deanery and in the Diocese with 

advising and coaching.  The Vestry invited 

Deacon Sue to our August and November meet-

ings.  On November 10 the Vestry voted to join 

six other churches to begin the NCD process 

next year. 

 

What is Natural Church Development? 
Natural Church Development is a process of 

discovering and improving the health of our 

church. Using a diagnostic survey with thirty 

participants in our church, we will measure our 

church health in eight quality characteristics of 

healthy churches: 

• Empowering Leadership 

• Gift-oriented Ministry 

• Passionate Spirituality 

• Functional Structures 

• Inspiring Worship 

• Holistic Small Groups 

• Need-oriented Evangelism 

• Loving Relationships 

What makes the difference in church health is 

the adjective describing the quality characteris-

tic. Every church has some kind of leadership, 

but healthy churches have empowering leader-

ship. 

 

Working with the Minimum Factor 
The NCD survey is like a health check-up. 

When you visit your doctor for a physical the 

doctor doesn’t say, “You’re eyes are great, and 

the key to your overall health is to keep looking 

at more things.” Instead, your doctor is more 

likely to point out the areas of your personal 

health that are causing the most risk to your 

overall health. You’ll probably be encouraged 

to focus on improving the minimum health fac-

tor in order to improve your overall health. 

NCD will focus our church on improving our 

minimum quality characteristic in order to im-

prove our overall church health. All eight char-

acteristics are important and necessary for 

church health, but focusing on the least healthy 

area of our church helps set priorities that will 

result in the greatest improvement to the overall 

health of our church. 
 

 

November Vestry Highlight from Rector’s Warden  
by Richard Rieder 
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Update from Deacon Sue.................... 
 

….     MARYLAND ELEMENTARY PARTNERSHIP UPDATE 
 
 
NOVEMBER 
Frances Slaughter, Paul Noble, and Bill Laitinen delivered Thanksgiving 
bags to fifty Maryland Elementary School families this past week.   The 
school officials and families were thrilled to receive this offering from our 
church family.  (Photo)…here… 
 
DECEMBER 
Our local community ministry for December will be to prepare gift bags for 
30 children.   Frances is working closely with the Maryland Elementary staff 
to identify these children and find out what their wants and needs might be.   

We welcome anyone led by the Spirit to help with this local community outreach.  We’ll have more 
information to share with you on our children in early December!  Please let Frances Slaughter 
know if you’re interested in being part of this ministry to children and families! 
 
JANUARY 
We are encouraging anyone with a heart for children to volunteer for the Everyone a Reader pro-
gram in January.   Our prayerful goal will be to have a team of 12 volunteers to serve one day a 
week for 1.5 hours from 8:45 to 10:15 AM in a second grade classroom from January 20 
through the end of school in June.  We hope to be a loving, nurturing presence at Maryland 
Elementary as our volunteer team was in our God in Action Bible Camp at the Kingdom Confer-
ence.  We are still receiving positive comments from parents about the impact our beloved team 
had on their children!  Consider being a volunteer and asking other friends to join you as a team! 
 
Here is a description of the program: 
Everyone a Reader is a program for volunteers who are dedicated to the success of young 
people learning how to read.  We will be working with 2nd graders who need extra time, with a car-
ing adult, to be guided and encouraged in their endeavor to learn to read. These are children who 
may not receive that time at home for one reason or another, and this program gives them the 
boost they need to become better readers. 
 
We are looking for people of any age who have about an hour and a half per week to devote to 
these children. You do not need to have formal training in teaching children how to read, only a 
keen desire to help.  We provide training and mentoring for our tutors.  
 
Our next training will be January 10th, 2014 at 9:00 AM  at Maryland Elementary School, 700 North 
Ave., Vista.  You will need to get a TB test prior to working with students. Any questions or to sign 
up please call Chris Durnan at 760-729-3755 or email christilyn@roadrunner.com.  Please let Dea-
con Sue Bentley know before Christmas if you are interested in volunteering. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:christilyn@roadrunner.com


Grace to You... 

10 

 

 

 



Grace to You... 

11 

 

 

Newsletter Staff 
 

Editor ............................ Jean Hawk 

Photographers ...........  Russell Seitz 

 Nancy Barnes 

 Julie Miller 
  

The Newsletter is on the web at 

www.graceanglicanchurch.com 

and is available on Sundays in the 

Narthex.  Please pick up an extra 

copy or two to mail to your friends 

or give to someone you think 

might like to know more about 

Grace Anglican Church. 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Joseph R. Rees 
Rector 

 

The Rev. Richard Bowman 
Assisting Priest 

 

The Rev. Dcn. Susan Bentley 
Spiritual Formation/Small Groups 

 

Jean Hawk 
Parish Admin. 

 

Frances Slaughter 
Treasurer 

 

April Snyder 
Music Director  

 

Colleen Nash 
Altar Guild 

 

Stefanie Vallas 
High School & Middle School Youth 

 

Lucy Rees 

Nursery Care 
 

Jennifer Murphy 

Nursery Care Assistant 
 

Bill Laitinen 
Sexton 

Vestry Members  
(Term Expires in 2014) 

Richard Rieder .......................760-631-4683 
(Rector’s Warden) 

Jackie Lansing .......................760-855-5796 
William Culbreth .....................760-931-1377 

Term Expires in 2015) 

Carolyn Blumberg ..................760-685-1954 
Dink Nash ..............................760-453-9259 
Jane Rost .............................. 760-535-3476 

(Term Expires in 2016) 

Mitch Dubski ..........................760-439-5446 
Alfred Focke ...........................760-721-8485 
Dick Sholly ............................. 760-754-8708 

Sacraments and Pastoral Calls 
 

If you need information regarding the Sacramental ministries of the Church, such as Baptism, Marriage, Reconciliation, 

etc., please consult with the Rector. 
 

Baptisms are administered one Sunday per month within the context of the regular worship service. 
 

Marriages are scheduled year-round but are not normally scheduled during the seasons of Advent and Lent.  Pre-marital 

counseling is available from the clergy and is required for marriage at Grace. 
 

If you desire a pastoral call or would like to meet with one of the clergy, please contact the church office during office 

hours (9 am-3 pm).   

Your Vestry Members 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

The deadline for the January 

newsletter is Tuesday, Nov.. 

17th.  The newsletter  is usu-

ally published for distribution 

on the last Sunday of the 

month.  

Fr. Joe Rees 

Rector 
William Culbreth Jackie Lansing Richard Rieder 

Rector’s Warden 

Jane Rost Carolyn Blumberg Dink Nash 

New Vestry members:  (from L. to R)  Alfred Focke, Mitch 

Dubski, Chris Corey (alternate)  & Dick Sholly. 
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Grace Anglican Church 
4055 Oceanside Blvd., Suite P 
Oceanside, CA  92056 

 
Phone:  760-730-9900 
Email:  churchoffice@graceanglicanchurch.com 
Website: www.graceanglicanchurch.com 
churchoffice@graceanglicanchurch.com 
 

December, 2013 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Sunday Services at Grace Anglican Church 
 7:30 a,m.  Spoken Service with Holy Eucharist 
 8:30 a.m. Holy Communion Service with Choir 
 9:45 a.m. Coffee and fellowship 
 10:00 a.m. Nursery opens 
 10:15 a.m.  Holy Communion Service with Praise Team 
 10:15 a.m. Children’s Church and Sunday School 
 Child Care available at the 10:15 a.m. service. 
 Second Sunday of every month—Fellowship Sunday 
  7:30 a.m. Spoken Service with Holy Eucharist 
  9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Service with Music 
    followed by food and fellowship 

 

Christmas Services 
Christmas Eve— 
 5:00 p.m.—Family Service 
 10:00 p.m.—Traditional Service  
    with choir 
 
Christmas Day— 10:00 a.m.  

 


