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From Bishop Bill Thompson

I greet all of you in the wonderful name of our Lord
Jesus.
I first want to say how grateful I am for all the work
God did at the Kingdom Conference in October. We
had a wonderful time in worship, in the sharing sessions, in welcoming Bishop Bowers and key leadership from the Jubilee Churches, and in having Archbishop Duncan with us. He shared
about where we have come from and what he sees in our future, and I
am grateful he came to be with us before retiring in June. And I want
to give a great big thank you to the team who worked so diligently to
put the Kingdom Conference together this year, headed by Fr. Joe
Rees who was assisted by Pastor Kathleen Adams. It took a lot of folks
from our diocese to make this happen, as it always does. You all did an
amazing job, and we thank you for your labors of love for the Lord
and His people.
I want to provide those throughout the diocese with some personal
information which is important and needful for you to know, information that has been shared already with the House of Delegates,
which includes clergy and lay delegates alike.
In July, I suffered a concussion from a fall, and took a second hard fall
in August. The doctors determined that this was due to low blood
pressure, caused by my recent - and purposeful - weight loss. I am
very happy to tell you that I have received a great deal of care, and I
am feeling much better. While it has become clear that a concussion at
this level can take some extended time to heal, I have continued to see
daily improvement. Praise the Lord!
When someone deals with health problems, no matter how passing, it
makes one think. While in the initial stages of recovering, I had the
opportunity to spend a significant time with the Lord and realized it
was time for me to retire as the Bishop of the Diocese of Western Anglicans effective June 30, 2014.
(Continued on Page 2)
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From the Diocesan President

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
As I have been living with this decision for a couples of months now, I find I am more and more
Greetings in the name of our
satisfied with the rightness of it. It’s very imLord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
portant to me to enjoy retirement with my beloved wife, Claudia, who has already been retired
I am writing to give you an
update on the current status of
for seven years. While I have enjoyed trementhe process for the search and
dously the privilege of serving as your bishop, I
election of our next bishop of the Diocese of
realize this season should begin to close. This dioWestern Anglicans. Your Executive Committee is
cese has built a wonderful foundation and I am
in the midst of discussions on the process of electrusting that the Lord will provide the leadership
tion, the pool of candidates, and
to build upon it and, with you,
forming the Nominating Committee,
“The wisdom of the
move His work forward here. The
which may require some changes to
support and love of people in this prudent is to discern his our Canons. We are hoping to come
way…”
diocese during this time have been
to some decisions in November. As
Proverbs 14:8a
incredible, and I thank you.
you may be aware, any changes to
our Canons require a vote of affirmation by our
The Executive Committee of the diocese is ready
delegates at our annual House of Delegates meeting in February. If you are interested in the deto move forward to discern who will be the setails of these topics and to know how to direct
cond Bishop of the Diocese of Western Anglicans.
your prayers, please read the Diocesan ConstituI ask your prayers for the diocese, the Executive
tion and Canons. You can find them at http://
Committee, the search committee that is forming,
www.westernanglicans.org/canons-and-bylaws.
our staff, and for Claudia and myself during this
time of transition. I know that through prayer
and godly discernment the Lord will call the right
person as the next Bishop for the Diocese of
Western Anglicans.
I am looking forward to continuing my service to
this diocese until the end of next June. Again, I
thank all of you for your love and care, and I
know that through prayer we, as a diocese, will
continue to move forward in the sharing of the
Gospel and the furthering of His Kingdom.
Your Brother in Christ,

In October our attention was turned to the Kingdom Conference and the work of the Kingdom in
our diocese, so the Executive Committee did not
meet face-to-face, but was communicating by
email and conference call. The next face-to-face
meeting of the Committee will be on November
9th. Please pray for us as we discern God’s direction on these topics.
Finally, I would like to ask all of you to join me in
prayer and fasting for God to reveal His desire
for our diocese in how to proceed properly in
ways that would be unifying as a diocese and
glorifying to God. Wednesdays will be my fast
days, so please join me in prayer.
God’s peace and blessings to you all!
Your servant in Christ,
Debbie Kollgaard
President and Co-Chair
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Bishop John-David Schofield, formerly bishop of the Diocese of
San Joaquin, died on October 29th in his home. Remembered as
a man of courage, stalwart faith and great love for the Lord, he
was blessed with great humor and laughter, and he will certainly be missed by those on this side of heaven.

The Diocese of Western Anglicans sent
four delegates to GAFCON2, held in
Nairobi, Kenya October 21st—26th. The
GAFCON website, gafcon.org, states “More than 1300 Anglican Bishops,
clergy and laity have committed themselves to outreach, witness and
building networks of orthodox Anglicans around the world.” News, videos and official conference documents can be found on the site noted
above. Numerous videos from the conference can also be found on the
website of Anglican TV at: www.anglican.tv. Check them out to see what
was happening at this international conference of Anglicans.

Delegates: Bishop Bill Thompson, Emery Gerhardt,
Fr. Russell Martin, Debbie Kollgaard

“O-M-G”

A Report From Grace Church
Sheridan, Wyoming
By Fr. Kevin Jones

As the Rector of a recent church plant, I find myself wearing a lot of different hats: maintenance man,
office secretary, counselor, preacher, receptionist, teacher, etc. However, all of these seem fairly routine
in comparison with the new hat I’ve recently donned: pool boy.
We began ministry in a side room to a local theater just over three years
ago. A store-front on Main Street wasn’t the way we envisioned planting
the Anglican Church, but God was moving and thanks to the support of
Bishop Thompson and the welcoming arms of the Diocese of Western
Anglicans, we were simply glad to be up and running. Two years later,
we were considering buying some property. After once again seeing
God move in some dramatic ways, we found ourselves praying over and
dedicating five acres of what had once been the Sheridan Country Club.
When we moved in, (our initial Sunday was 1st Advent, 2012) our emphasis was on trying different things to build relationships with our
new neighbors in the hope that they would see Christ in us and we
would have the opportunity to share the message of the Gospel with them. Our first intentional outreach
event utilizing our grounds was an Easter Egg hunt on the day before Easter late last March.
We assembled over 2,000 Easter Eggs, mailed out flyers to 1,800 addresses in our neighborhood, bought
300 hot dogs and were hoping for 100 kids to show up on the Saturday before Easter. We had planned a
noon starting time, but by 11:15 the crowd was growing and getting restless so we started giving away
the hot dogs. All 300 were gone in less than 45 minutes! The eggs didn’t last nearly that long.
We started the little kids right at 12:00 and by 12:07 there was nothing left on the lawn. It was the most
wonderful chaos I have ever seen. Half of the eggs had candy while the other half had colored tickets
that corresponded to tables where we had a variety of toys or fast food coupons the kids could collect
with each ticket.

(Continued on Page 4)
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“OMG” - A Report from Grace Church (Continued from Page 3)
Our Grand prizes included three bikes and some birthday parties. By 12:10, the deck where the tables
were located was so packed you had to exhale to move around. Next year we are planning on 5,000 eggs.
One of the parts of the old country club that came with our purchase was the swimming pool. Initially, we
had thought about filling it in to avoid the headache that might come with
liability. However, as we thought about it more, it seemed like it might
be a good idea to just fill it with water instead of concrete and use it as a
tool for outreach. It took us a couple of months to figure out how to operate it, but by the end of the summer we had someone up here nearly
every day swimming in the “Pool of Grace.”
The weekend before school started we took the chance to invite members from our surrounding area to come join us for a back to school party
at Grace. We opened up the pool, cooked hot dogs, served root beer floats
and cotton candy, and even sold, for $1, back-to-school clothes which we had purchased from a store’s
clearance rack. But the most fascinating part of the day for me was the haircuts.
Four experienced professional hair stylists donated their time and efforts to come and cut the hair of
neighborhood kids who were on their way back to school. I was astounded at the number of kids who sat
patiently while their mops were remade by these loving friends.
Maybe it was the fact that many of these kids had likely never had a professional haircut before, maybe it
was the uniqueness and practical beauty of the idea generated by the Outreach/Missions Committee of
Grace (OMG), or maybe it was the tangible, hands-on expression of service, but whatever the reason, the
results were a joy to watch and a privilege to be part of.
All in all, the whole day was a success and it provided an opportunity for us to connect with our neighbors, serve some folks, and put a positive spin on the back to school experience.
Between the Easter Egg Hunt in April and the back to school party in August, I believe that we are primed
for a Christmas outreach in December at which we will have the real opportunity to explain to the community why we are doing what we are doing. While these first two events were “no strings attached,”
meaning we asked nothing of them other than to
come and enjoy themselves, we want to invite the
neighborhood to a service where we might be able to
“give an answer to everyone who asks you to give
the reason for the hope that you have. But do this
with gentleness and respect” (1 Pet 3:15). What better time to share the mighty love of our Almighty
God expressed to us through His Son, than at Jesus’
birthday party in December, right?
So, now I am praying. I am asking God to open the
doors for us to effectively share our faith in Him, to
allow others to find his grace and his mercy through
our sharing, to see new believers come into relationship with Him, and to see His Kingdom expand in and
through us. I’d love for you to pray along with me. I’ll keep you posted.
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BUILD YOUR KINGDOM HERE
Many thanks to all those throughout the diocese who helped make
this year’s Kingdom Conference
such a blessing for all to attend.
Your labors of love are appreciated! We are most grateful to God
for meeting with us, pouring out
His Spirit, and providing so much
for the “equipping of the saints.”
May His Kingdom come!

Build Your Kingdom here
Let the darkness fear
Show Your mighty hand
Heal our streets and land!
Set Your church on fire
Win this nation back!
Change the atmosphere—
build Your Kingdom here we pray!
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Diocesan Calendar
For more information, please see the
Events Calendar online at:
westernanglicans.org/calendar.html
November 9
(Saturday)
Executive Committee Meeting
9:30 AM – 1:30 PM
All Saints Anglican Church
Long Beach, CA
November 18
(Monday)
Clericus
with The Rev. Ching Wah
11:00 AM – 1:30 PM
All Saints Anglican Church
Long Beach, CA

Bishop’s Travels
November 1-17
Vacation
November 30 - December 1
Visitation and Building Dedication
Christ the King Anglican Church
Spokane, WA

November 28
(Thursday)
Happy Thanksgiving!

December 7-8
Visitation:
Holy Trinity Parish
San Diego, CA

December 14
(Saturday)
Executive Committee Meeting
9:30 AM – 1:30 PM
Location: TBD
Priestly Ordination
Ryan Butler
(St. Luke’s Anglican Church)
Time and Location: TBD
December 23 – 27
(Monday - Friday)
Diocesan Offices closed

Merry Christmas!
The Call, the newsletter of the Diocese of Western Anglicans, is a communication tool seeking to bring our member churches ever closer to one another and keeping Anglicans throughout the Diocese informed about events and programs.
Please send contributions to the Editor, Twyla Arant, at thecalleditor@westernanglicans.org.
Submissions will be considered for inclusion in the subsequent newsletter (published bi-monthly.)
Contributions may be submitted through December 15th for the next edition (scheduled publication: January 2014)
Thank you for helping make The Call the best it can be as we seek to glorify God in our publication.
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