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As we learn more of what it 
means to have “Life To-
gether” in Christ’s love and 
blessings, we need to do a 
reality check of the depth of 
our faith in believing in our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Some who claim to be Chris-
tian are superficial in their 
adherence to the way of the 
Lord.  In fact, they may be 

more enticed by the world’s pleasures than to realize 
we are in an age that is vital to the future of the 
Church on earth.  Many have become overly in-
debted to the things of this world and have lost sight 
of the eternal life that forbids 
those material things from coming 
with us into the next life.  I be-
lieve we are in a pitched battle 
t o d a y  i n  o u r  ‘ C h r i s t -
marginalizing’ society and world; 
that in fact the Faith hinges on 
whether we will be staunch advo-
cates for Christ in the way we live 
our lives.  A question I have been 
wrestling with is this:  ‘Are we as 
Christians today placing the high-
est value on our faith community 
with such ardent devotion to Jesus 
Christ as the early Christians did 
in the face of real persecution; or, 
are we complicit with the quest of 
a materialistic society that lures us 
away from significant and vital Christian relation-
ships that would exemplify Jesus Christ to people 
around us for a powerful witness to His Truth (John 
14: 1-7)?? 

 
Listen to what the early Christians actually 
did…”And the full number of those who believed 
were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any 
of the things that belonged to him was his own, but 
they had everything in common.  And with great 
power the apostles were giving their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was 
upon them all.” Acts 4: 32-33.  First, the community 
was united with ‘one heart and soul’ for Jesus.  Sec-
ond, they shared and took care of one another, even 
to selling property and providing for the needs of the 
whole body.  Third, because of the sincerity and sig-
nificance of their witness, the power of the Holy 
Spirit being evidenced, many came to faith, and there 

was blessing after blessing with 
“great grace” upon them all.  
That is a tried and true way of 
advancing God’s Kingdom on 
earth.  Believers that are sold 
out for Jesus and not the world 
make a huge difference to 
God’s Kingdom.  It really does 
take ‘heart & soul’.  Are we 
ready for this deepening of our 
faith in Jesus? 
 
Many of us are and already do-
ing marvelous things for the 
family of God here at Grace.  
It’s great to be witnessing the 
synergy of ministries in the fel-
lowship groups (Koinonia 

Small Groups).  It’s wonderful to take joy in the ex-
citement of the children’s procession at Easter and all 
the energy of their exuberance.  It’s marvelous to see 

(Continued on page 2) 
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families coming to the Family Friendly Fellowship 
events once a month.  I’m encouraged by the new 
additional rooms we have in Suite T that are already 
being used for the Youth Group (corner room) and 
the Food Ministry for walk-up needs of folks in our 
parish and outreach to those in need.  I’m greatly en-
couraged by the wonderful work that has been done 
to make our worship space beautiful and sound great 
(new speakers and audio equip-
ment)!  Yes, we are all moving 
together in the right direction 
inside the church.  However, we 
need to again become the wit-
nesses outside of our church 
property to testify of the 
“resurrection of the Lord Je-
sus”!   Be bold and share your 
faith. 
 
Community has the constant 
need for replenishment and vitality.  The family of 
God here at Grace has new people arriving all the 
time.  Remember to introduce yourself to someone 
you don’t know and help them out with their ques-
tions or how to find a small group to join.  Invite 
them to yours!  If you’re not in one, that’s where au-
thentic and real-life Christian community happens.  
We get to know people, their needs, their hopes and 
dreams, their lives in search of God.  We listen, love, 
and pray there.  The Lord heals and makes whole 
there.  We pray for one another and give our hearts 
and souls in the love that Jesus wants us to share.  
One way of thinking of community is sharing with 
and caring for each other, lifting each other up with 
encouragement of prayer to the Lord in our journeys 
of life.  Community is “Come into unity” with the 
Lord Jesus and His Body of blessed believers.  It’s 
not ‘come into conformity’; no, it’s “Come to Jesus, 
the Jesus in me and in you” that’s the real thing.  As 
more and more folks find their way into small group 
‘koinonia’ they will love their time together, want 
more of time together, miss their time together when 
they have to be away, and yearn for deeper commun-
ion in their times together.  That’s “Life Together”.  
We are all hoping this parish will become more and 
more the unique expression of Jesus’ life amongst us 

and be the magnet for others to be drawn to as well. 
So whether you’re a newcomer in our midst or an old 
timer who has been here forever, I invite you warmly 
into the fuller life of “Life Together” in this very real 
community of faith.  We are believers in the full 
power of Jesus to overcome the world here.  We 
want you to know that we’re following in His foot-
steps as best we know how but we need you to be 

integral to the Body of Christ and 
be faithfully following too.  For 
many, this parish represents family 
and we all rejoice in the wonderful 
relationships that we have formed, 
in the new ones, and those yet to 
come.  Extend yourself.  We want 
to make a difference for the King-
dom of God here in Oceanside and 
surrounding areas.  We hope for 
people to say, “Wow, I’m home!”  
And, “Now I have a real friend!”  

So go and tell the good news that Jesus is resurrected 
and He lives in the people of Grace.  Let the world 
see and know that your faith in Him is the pre-
eminent and most captivating aspect of your journey 
of life.  Be vitally engaged in the deepening of “Life 
Together” by going to a new small group meeting or 
Bible study.  Let “Great Grace” fall on you in com-
munity with others!  Just check the web or the 
printed materials for all the opportunities. 
 
Let’s be of ‘one heart and soul’ here at Grace and 
continue the wonderful ‘koinonia’ love that we 
weekly share with one another.  I know that when we 
do, we honor the Lord Jesus, He is very pleased, and 
over the years of doing that we really witness to the 
power of God’s family; people who have come to 
love and cherish the ‘Life Together’ we share. 
 
With that Love in Jesus that is like no other… 
 
May His blessings be yours, 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Joe 

Community has 
the constant need 
for replenishment 

and vitality. 
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Vestry  News    On April 18, the Vestry:                                                    
• Thanked all involved in making our Holy Week services so meaningful, with special apprecia-

tion to Carolyn Blumberg for the beautiful Stations of the Cross. 
• Approved minutes of our March 21 regular meeting and of the April 1 special meeting.  Minutes 

are posted in the hallway by Jean’s office.  See Background of the Special Meeting below. 
• Tabled a request for $665 to purchase a few tables and folding chairs for Suite T.  We also 

need desks.  This allows time for the Lord to provide for us in extraordinary ways. 
• Reviewed our financial status.  Our cumulative revenue shortfall through March 30 is almost 

$10,000.  As promised at the Annual Meeting, the Vestry will review the budget at the May 
meeting, and possibly appoint a non-Vestry Budget Committee to advise the Vestry.  (Note 
from Rector’s Warden: If at all possible, please consider using part of your income tax refund 
as a donation to your church.)   

• We are becoming increasingly engaged in the process of reviewing and updating our by-laws.  
The church office will now take the lead in the updating process. 

• Received the Rector’s personal decision regarding a health insurance plan for his family.  It is 
called “Medi-Share” and is explained at http://mychristiancare.org/medi-share/.  The lower pre-
miums could reduce our annual budget by about $6,000. 
 

• Continued discussion of a potential “Outreach” committee.  Jane Rost and William Culbreth 
presented an excellent report that defined the committee’s anticipated role.  They recom-
mended that the committee be comprised of one Vestry member and two non-Vestry members.  
Now we are praying for guidance as to which persons the Lord wants to serve on this commit-
tee. 
 

• Affirmed the Rector’s decision to initiate a Building Fund as a separate budget line item.  The 
church office will establish a brokerage account to receive donations of stocks, bonds, and mu-
tual funds.  (Dink Nash constructed a beautiful Building Fund collection box to be placed in the 
church.  Is it a mere “coincidence” that Dink brought that on the same night that the Vestry 
voted to establish a Building Fund?) 

 
• Supported the Rector’s proposal of a Family Camp at Palomar Christian Camping Center (see 

www.pccc.org) on August 10 and 11 if enough of our members are interested.  (We need a 
minimum of 50.)   

• Received Rector’s report that we are not allowed to keep permanent signs over the monuments 
on Oceanside Boulevard.  We will try putting up the signs only on Sunday mornings and special 
events. 

• Received a detailed report on the Diocesan Convention from Linnie Phelps.  Many thanks to 
Linnie. 

• Reviewed the GAC “Guidelines for Youth Protection.” 
• Asked if the location of our new speakers is satisfactory, and thanked Dana Marver for loaning 

us his speakers until now. 
• Thanked Thor Strom for agreeing to serve as our Vestry Chaplain. 
• Received Rector’s Warden’s Leave of Absence request through June 5 for travel planned a 

year ago. 
• Began our meeting with Holy Communion and ended it with prayer. 
 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The Greek word translated 
as “disciple” in the New 
Testament is “mathētēs”. 
The word meanings include 
adherent, learner, appren-
tice, pupil, or follower. All 
of these separate but 
closely related meanings 
can be discerned from the 
context of the scriptural 

references. “Disciple” is basically the word that joins 
them all. The term “disciple” generally implies a 
master/pupil voluntary relationship. 

We are most familiar with the word from its New 
Testament references, but the concept of disciple-
ship, i.e., being a disciple, appears throughout the 
Bible, if perhaps in less evident ways. One of the ear-
liest examples of a master/pupil relationship in scrip-
ture is that of Moses and Joshua. Joshua was Moses’ 
right-hand man and learned from him as an appren-
tice. In Deuteronomy 34:9 Moses laid hands on 
Joshua and passed the mantle of leadership to Joshua, 
which God then confirmed in the Book of Joshua, 
verses 1:1-9, commissioning Joshua for his unique 
mission. In the Book of 1Samuel we see that Samuel 
was learning at the feet of Eli the priest when he was 
called by God and was commissioned by God as 
prophet, priest, and judge in place of Eli and his sons. 
Samuel was a learner from Eli but a disciple of God 
Himself. Elisha (1 Kings 19:19cf) was Elijah’s disci-
ple and at that time there we schools of prophets as 
well, which assumes a master/teacher was conduct-
ing the classes. Elisha tagged along with Elijah and, 
very devotedly, would not leave his side. Elisha was 
an apprentice and we see in 2 Kings that the mantel 
was passed from Elijah to him when Elijah was taken 
up, a prototype of Acts chapter 1. 

Disciples throughout history are often pictured as 
learning at the feet of their masters. There are won-
derful examples in the New Testament. Mary of 
Bethany in Luke 10:38-42  was sitting at Jesus’ feet 
learning all she could while her sister Martha was 

busy preparing things for the guests. Before Saint 
Paul became an apostle of Jesus he “was educated at 
the feet of Gamaliel (Acts 22:3), which is where he 
learned to be such a zealot for the Law. 

All believers in Jesus Christ are called “Christians,” a 
name that implies being a disciple of Jesus with Him 
as Master. But not everyone is the same kind of dis-
ciple. If we look at the various meanings of the word 
mathētēs mentioned above we can see a continuum 
of closeness of disciple/master relationships. An ad-
herent may like the teaching of a master  but have no 
personal relationship with or knowledge of the mas-
ter. A learner or pupil may study the ways of the 
master and employ them to a lesser or greater degree 
but also not relate personally to the master. (See Mat-
thew 7:21-22.) A follower may get close to the mas-
ter but never fully embrace the ways of the master, 
Martha of Bethany for example (not meaning to 
judge her). An apprentice is committed to stay at the 
master’s side, learn what the master does, doing what 
the master does, and ultimately becoming a master. 
The apprentice gives up self to embrace the master’s 
ways. In essence, an apprentice imitates the master. 
The New Testament exhibits several levels of disci-
ples of Jesus; even among the twelve apostles there 
were some closer to Jesus than others, Peter, James 
and John being the closest. 

The earliest periods of Christianity promoted the 
deeper levels of discipleship extensively. In 1 Corin-
thians 11:1 Paul says “Be imitators of me as I am of 
Christ.” Similar language is used twelve times in the 
New Testament. Today, however, although it is often 
discussed and written about, nurturing apprentice-
level discipleship of Jesus, which is part of the Great 
Commission, is overwhelmed by the tremendous fo-
cus on evangelism, getting converts. Several authors, 
such as Dallas Willard, lament the shallow nature of 
Christian faith today. Willard states, “Non-
discipleship is the elephant in the church…The fun-
damental negative reality among Christians believers 
now is their failure to be constantly learning how to 

(Continued on page 5) 

Words on the Word— Discipleship 
by Fr. Tim Laundrie 
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live their lives in The Kingdom Among Us.” Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer wrote “Cheap grace is grace without dis-
cipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Je-
sus Christ, living and incarnate.” The first objective 
of the disciple should be to foster a love of God with 
heart, soul, mind, and strength. The true disciple cru-
cifies the flesh and lives in the Spirit. 

In Ephesians 4:22-24 Saint Paul wrote “You were 
taught to put away your former way of life, your old 
self, corrupt and deluded by its lusts, and to be re-
newed in the spirit of your minds, and to clothe your-
selves with the new self, created according to the 

likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness 
(NRSV).” This is a powerful directive to apprentice-
level discipleship and has several other complemen-
tary passages within the New Testament as well. 

The goal of the disciple of Jesus Christ should be to 
get as close to Him as possible, learn everything He 
taught, see everything He did, live into that learning, 
and teach others to do the same. The Holy Spirit 
takes care of making us Christ-like in the process. 
So, brothers and sisters of Grace, how are we 
living this word? 

Soaking Prayer 
 

May 9, 2012 

Wear your comfortable clothes, bring your pillow and a blan-
ket, and get ready to soak in the awesome presence of the Lord. 

Bring a Friend!  Bring several friends! 
You will all be blessed! 

Healing Prayer Service 
7:00 p.m. 

1st Wednesday of every month 
 

Join us on May 2nd for a quiet time of prayer, reflection and heal-
ing prayer in the Sanctuary at Grace Anglican Church. 
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We Really Do Need Each Other 
Fr. Richard Bowman 

You and I are living in what I 
think of as the "Age of the 
Supermarket Mentality". 
People shop in stores, online 
and by phone for whatever 
they want at the best price. 

When it breaks, they toss it.  When they are tired of it, 
they discard it.  When a new edition or model comes 
out, they get the new one.  This attitude results in con-
tinual 
discontent and always looking for something that will 
be the perfect product. 
 
This same pattern is true for relationships.  When one 
tires of his/her spouse he/she discards him/her and 
finds another. They "fall out of love with each other".  
The spouse no longer satisfies "my needs".  This men-
tality prevents "modern" people from making commit-
ments via marital vows.  It results in children from 
multiple marriages who do not know who their parents 
are, or whose "parent" is not their biological mom or 
dad.  It also results in instability and emotional dis-
tress in children and parents. 
 
And this same pattern carries over into one's church 
life also - for many "moderns".  A church is attended 
for a while because of a convenient location, conven-
ient hours for services, youth groups that offer more 
appealing activities, etc. When/if the church becomes 
unsatisfactory in some feature, they withdraw and 
move to another church. 
This behavior results in spiritual stagnation; little or 
no spiritual growth. Such people do not develop the 
"spiritual muscles" necessary to deal with life's prob-
lems as the Lord would have them. 
 
These attitudes and behaviors are quite contrary to the 
way the Lord  teaches us to live.  He wants us to grow 
up in His image, to produce the fruit of His Spirit, to 
experience the fulfillment of working through difficul-

ties with Him.  When His people choose to persevere 
in difficult circumstances, growth comes, learning 
comes, maturity comes.  When someone has learned 
through difficult times in his/her marriage and been 
victorious, he has something to teach a younger couple 
- by example, if nothing else.   
 
All of this is by way of introducing the biblical truth 
that "we really do need each other". 
In Romans 12 and I Corinthians 12 St. Paul wrote to 
us about how the Church of Christ is a living organism 
- it is the Body of Christ.  Each member is a living cell 
in Jesus' Body.  Each organ is vital to the healthy 
functioning of the whole Body.  No body part can look 
down on another part and claim superiority.  Each one 
is necessary.   
 
We are the People of God.  Whom God has called into 
being by calling us into a saving relationship with His 
dear Son, Jesus.  We worship together.  We pray to-
gether.  We get to know each other.  We share with 
each other.  We help each other.  We provide for each 
other's needs.  We listen to each other.  We share our 
stories with each other.  We belong to each other as 
brothers and sisters because we have both been saved 
by the Precious Blood of Christ.  We have one God 
and Father, one Lord Jesus Christ, one Holy Spirit. 
 
This is the way the Christians in the very early Church 
regarded each other.  They did things together, they 
worshiped together, they met together, they loved each 
other - even though they were strangers and many had 
little in common other than their faith in the Risen 
Lord Jesus.  But God began building this Living Or-
ganism - His Body - through the Apostles and other 
leaders and the thousands of new believers.  They 
"rubbed elbows" together, they met in each other's 
homes, they sold their properties and the money was 
used to meet each other's needs.   

(Continued on page 7) 

“Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.” 
 - I Cor. 12:27 
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We are well on the way towards seeing ourselves as 
a part of His Body here at Grace Anglican Church.  
The Holy Spirit is mightily alive here and is doing 
wonderful things. 
 
But "we've only just begun"!  There's a whole spiri-
tual world ahead of us.  We are encouraged to keep 
moving as the Holy Spirit prompts us towards deeper 
love for each other, for the newcomer, for the per-
sons we encounter each day wherever we find our-
selves.  We have opportunities right now to study 
and talk with each other about this very thing.  Fr. 
Joe is teaching a class Tuesday evenings and 
Wednesday afternoons on Dietrich Bonhoeffer's 
"Life Together".  I am leading a series on Tuesday 

evenings based on the Book of Acts.  Other small 
groups are meeting throughout the weeks which 
teach the Word of God and provide opportunities for 
people to get to know each other and to grow in the 
Lord.  Please consider becoming part of one of these, 
if you are not already. 
 
In addition, please keep before you the reality of the 
current world's mindset: "The Supermarket Mental-
ity".  People in the world about us need to be shown 
and taught that commitment and perseverance are the 
keys to satisfaction, fulfillment and growth. 
 
"Now you are the body of Christ and individually 
members of it."  (I Cor. 12:27)   
 
 

Background of the Special Meeting: On Thursday, March 29, Fr Joe informed the Vestry by email of 
an offer from the Landlord to rent Suite T to us. Suite T is the office suite just south of our present 
facility, with seven rooms plus a unisex toilet). The Landlord said that a reply was needed by the fol-
lowing Tuesday.  He offered three options:   
• Option 1: Amend our current lease for a month-to-month rental of Suite T for $300/month.  ($300 

represents a 70/% discount from normal rent.)  We would agree to give them opportunity to show 
the suite to potential lessees. They would give us at least 30 days notice, if not longer, when an-
other tenant is found. We would pay for utilities, liability insurance, and, of course, furnishing. 

• Option 2: We could lock it in for one year for $500/month without risk of losing our occupancy. 
• Option 3: For a longer guaranteed occupancy, we could enter into a separate lease at around 

$1000-1200/month plus about $85 in CAMS fees (Common Area Maintenance Service). 
• The Landlord said that they have not gotten any bites on Suite T, and probably will not for an-

other year. They have plenty of other properties in the complex that are not moving.  On a 
month-to-month rental, we'd probably be assured of at least a year if not longer in the current 
market.  We could start renting month-to-month and then change along the way as necessary.  

Since our response was needed by April 3, a Special Meeting was convened on Sunday, April 1 In 
accordance with GAC By-Laws Section 4.09.  A quorum of Vestry members agreed unanimously to 
the concept of renting Suite T month-to-month at $300/month.  This was with the understanding that, 
if necessary, we can rid ourselves of this additional expense with a 30-day notice. (A lease adden-
dum effective April 1 has since been signed by both parties.)  This is the culmination of Trish 
Snider's long and untiring effort to obtain needed additional space at a low cost.  Now we are pray-
ing for wisdom in furnishing and using Suite T, and that the congregation will appreciate its value 
and be willing to support it. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Richard Rieder, Rector’s Warden 
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From Deacon Sue…… 

Healthy Life Together in Christ 

The fifty days between 
the resurrection of Christ 
on Easter Sunday and 
Pentecost:  April 8-May 
27 is a great time period 
for church families to do a 
“health check” on their 
life together in Christian 
community.  Christians 

remember Pentecost  Sunday as the birthday of the 
Church when the Holy Spirit came to anoint and em-
power the followers of Jesus Christ to  carry on 
God’s work in His Kingdom on earth (Acts 2:1-31).  
There were over 3000 souls who believed the witness 
of Peter’s words and received the Holy Spirit into 
their hearts for eternity.  The Lord added to their 
numbers from that time on!  Wow! 
In 2012, how does God see us as a church family 
representing His Name?   How do we see ourselves 
as a church family?  How do others perceive us col-
lectively as part of the Body of Christ?  What do we 
use as viable indicators of health for our church fam-
ily? 
As a “student” of healthy organizations, I have fol-
lowed the healthy church research for several dec-
ades and have actually participated in healthy church 
development in other settings.  It is exciting to see 
church families flourish when God’s biblical princi-
ples are applied in a Spirit-empowered way. Here is a 
simple summary of the eight research-based charac-
teristics of healthy churches that emulate the best of 
the healthy, growing first century Christian commu-
nity: 

• Empowering Others for Leadership and Min-
istry.  Leaders in healthy churches welcome 
shared leadership and are focused primarily on 
cultivating the leadership potential of others to be 
all God meant them to be.  In our Anglican tradi-
tion, this means continually inspiring, encourag-
ing, and enabling lay leaders in ministry. 

• Gift-based Ministry.  Leaders get to know ALL 
church family members by name, identifying 
their areas of giftedness and the desires of their 
heart, prior to asking them to take on a task or 
ministry.   

• “On-Fire” Prayer Life in Community.  In 
healthy churches, members are praying for one 
another and God’s people and readily see the life-
transforming results of this lifestyle of commit-
ment to prayer. 

• Well-defined Structures for Leadership/
Ministries.  In healthy churches, there are well-
defined basic structures in place that define lead-
ership roles and fruitful ministries:  compassion-
ate care visitations, small groups, intergenera-
tional family fellowship/discipleship, community 
outreach ministries, and others. 

• Inspiring Worship Service for ALL.  In healthy 
churches, the worship service is experienced as 
inspiring and Spirit-led by ALL members/
visitors.   

• Small Group Engagement.  In healthy churches, 
there are vital small groups that address the well-
being of the whole person as in the early church.  
Small group members experience loving, nurtur-
ing relationships with others and grow in their 
understanding/love of God as well as in their 
ability to love and serve others as a community in 
Christ. 

• Need-oriented Outreach.  Healthy churches 
identify their gifted outreach leaders who help 
other church family members in loving and serv-
ing others as a practical witness of their faith. 

• Love Relationships are Evident.  In healthy 
churches, there is a lot of laughter and joy in the 
church.  There is fellowship beyond the church 
service or small group meeting time.  The leaders 
know and address the compassionate care needs 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Men’s Bible Study 
 

Saturdays at 8:00 a.m. 
 

at Grace Anglican Church 

Next Family Friendly Event 
 

Saturday, May 19th 
3-6 p.m. at Grace 

Everyone is Welcome! 

of the congregation.  Lay and clergy are mutually 
encouraging and complimenting one another in 
the power of Christ’s love.* 

Church families, like Grace Anglican, who would 
like to be all that God meant them to be, can do a re-
ality check of their family’s health by asking a broad-
based representation of their membership to share 
their perceptions of our church family’s health.  This 
gives everyone, including leadership, a more bal-
anced perspective of where we really are and where 
our growth areas might be.   This can be done for-
mally by a survey process or even informally by sim-
ply asking one another how we fare in these eight 
areas from time to time.  I imagine that a great deal 
of what we hear could be very affirming.  Some of 
what we learn might help us augment our own ideas 
and perceptions with a richer, collective vision and 
plan, approaching God’s design for our healthy life 
together in Christ. 
It is gratifying to see our leadership advocating for 
healthy life together in our Sunday worship and mid-
week teaching.  This is a God moment for our com-

munity.  I “found” a very readable contemporary ver-
sion of Bonhoeffer’s classic:  Life Together.  It is 
called In Visible Fellowship by Jon Walker.  I won-
der what might happen to our life together if we all 
read  this text devotionally, a few pages daily, be-
tween now and Pentecost and prayerfully reflected 
and openly discussed  where we are on our health 
check as described above?   I have copies available 
of the Walker version of Bonhoeffer’s classic for 
anyone interested. 
Meanwhile, we’re planning a BIG Pentecost celebra-
tion for our Grace Anglican Church Family on Sun-
day, May 27.  Our children and families will be lead-
ing the worship procession with joyful singing, danc-
ing, and merriment.  They certainly serve as loving 
witnesses of healthy life together!  You’ll be hearing 
more about how we can all be part of this Pentecost 
Celebration in fullness of Spirit. 

 
*This research is based on 70,000 churches on six continents, 
conducted by the Institute for Natural Church Development.  
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“Fond Farewell to The Rev. Deacon Barry & Mary  
Montgomery and Family” 
     
 
On May 6th we will send Barry & Mary Montgomery and family off to ministry in the 
Lord’s Church at Christ Church, Fallbrook.  We will have a special ceremony at each 
service to thank God for their ministry among us and to release them to Fr. Don Kroeger 
and his Junior Warden.  Deacon Barry will have just graduated from seminary on May 
5th.  He has been asked by Bishop Bill to continue his field training at Fallbrook until he 
is ordained priest sometime early next year. 
 
You might ask why the bishop wants him to do so?  The answer is familiar to us who 
have been ordained.  Quite commonly, the bishop’s committee, Ministry Development 
Program (MDP), will advise the bishop to have deacons placed at another (not so famil-
iar) church to learn more about their gifts for ministry and engage with other people with 
whom they do not have such a close relationship.  In this case, Barry has been with us 
for more than eight years, was a Senior Warden, on the vestry, led Acolytes, involved 
with the youth group, ministered with his family being very active in our parish.  Mary 
very ably directed the Altar Guild during the crucial transition from Carlsbad Commu-
nity Church to Grace, Oceanside (what a blessing!).  Now they will go out to do minis-
try in a new setting with new people.  This will give him the right experiences to do 
what the bishop hopes will be church planting near his home that is in Fallbrook at the 
crossing of Highways 76 & 15.  Our prayer is that we will have a new church in that 
area in the coming years and that soon to be Fr. Barry will lead it. 
 
So, it’s only a farewell.  As we are a big united family, we’ll see each other often in the 
course of ministry in North County.  The collegiality that we need to have in the new 
Anglican venture needs to be demonstrated for all to see.  This transfer is doing just that.  
Please do show your appreciation and thanks for all of their family.  Cards, etc, would be 
appropriate.  We will also have a gift and special reception for them as they finish their 
time with us at Grace. If you would like to contribute financially to the gift, please make 
your check to Grace Anglican Church and put “Deacon Barry” in the memo line.  We 
need to pray for them continuously and will assist in the future as the diocese plants the 
church.  May God bless them and keep them in His love and care always. 
 
Thank you Deacon Barry, Mary, Harrison, Nathan, and Zoe for being faithful witnesses 
to Christ’s love among us.  Thank you for your love.  You leave with our love and 
prayers! 
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Children’s Sermon—Easter-2012 

Easter—2012 
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You are invited… 
Congratulations to Judy Thompson! 

This story has been a complex source of inspiration, 
interpretation, and debate for centuries.  Martha was 
head of the household; she welcomed Jesus into her 
home. Hospitality such as hers was highly esteemed 
in Jesus’ day, as it is today.  Modern readers often 
regard Martha as a "homemaker" type of woman, 
concerned with household details. Mary often is seen 
as a more scholarly or spiritual woman. Jesus gently 
rebukes Martha for being "worried and distracted" by 
her many tasks, and her resentment of Mary's behav-
ior. Jesus tells Martha that she has lost her focus.  On 
the other hand, does Jesus mean that it is better to be 
contemplative than to be actively serving?  That in-
terpretation would not harmonize with the many 
scriptures about being a servant.  (Drawn from on-line sites by 

United Methodist Women and others.)   And I’ve always imagined 
that Jesus appreciated the meal that Martha prepared. 
 
On the Vestry I do a lot of “Martha work.”  The Ves-
try does Martha work so that the congregation can 
enjoy the Mary experience.  A friend once told me 
that he felt less spiritual during the years he served 
on his Vestry.  Vestry members do risk losing their 
focus on Christ as they become “worried and dis-
tracted” by their many issues.   
 
We who live after the Resurrection have a distinct 
advantage over those ancient sisters because we can 
be in Christ’s presence and do the work of the 
church at the same time.  For us it does not need to 
be an either/or decision.  We can remain attached to 
the Vine (Christ) in every situation (John    ).  Like 
Brother Lawrence, we can “practice the presence of 
Christ” even when we wash dishes.  We can be Mary 
and Martha. 
 
However, this is not to say that we do not need regu-
lar amounts of time exclusively with the Lord.  At a 
recent conference for all San Diego county Anglican 
vestry members (held at Grace), Fr. David Montz-
ingo challenged us by saying that “No one should 

serve on a Vestry who is not willing to develop a per-
sonal prayer life in solitude.”  This should be regular, 
disciplined, and daily.  Examples: Morning Prayer, a 
devotional guide, centering prayer, etc.) He said that 
we should regularly withdraw from concerns around 
us, and allow the Lord to speak to us.  Fr. David gave 
us a stern warning that “without this we have the po-
tential to do more harm than good on the Vestry.”  
Our Martha work is better (and more cheerful) when 
we intentionally engage in the Mary experience for a 
period of time each day.  Please continue to pray for 
us as we seek to serve God by serving you. 

From the Rector’s Warden:  
Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38-42) 
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Alleluia!  The Lord is Risen! The Flowered Cross 

The Children Process to the Church 

Easter 
2012 
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KOINONIA (Fellowship/Study/Ministry) GROUPS 

Our K-Groups provide a caring environment for fellowship, prayer, service, and spiritual 
growth.  We usually meet at least weekly as a group.  Each group may have a particular em-
phasis.  All groups listen, love, and pray for one another.  We invite you to join a K-group in 
the New Year! 

CURRENT OPEN GROUPS MAY, 2012 

SUNDAYS 
 Rector’s Forum:  Between Worship Services 9:30-10:10 AM 
 Newcomers Fellowship:  Second Sunday Between Worship Services 9:30-10-10 AM   
 Sabbath Celebration:  Carlsbad 4:00-7:00 P.M.  D. Barrett 
 Fellowship/Bible Study:  Fallbrook:  P.M.  B. Montgomery 
MONDAYS 
 Men’s Prayer Group:  Church:  6:30 AM:  Stephen Thould/Michael Murphy 
 Bible Study: Through the Bible in One Year @ Church 6-8PM Jane Rost 
TUESDAYS  
 Rector’s Bible Study:  Church  11:30 AM-12:30 P.M. 
 Healing Service/Communion:  Christian Healing Center 4:15-5:15  P.M.  Jr Fox 
 NEW  Midweek Potluck Fellowship and Study  April 17-May 29 (7 weeks)
   ACTS of the Apostles with Father Richard 6:30-8:30 P.M. 
WEDNESDAYS 
 NEW STUDY Women’s Wholeness and Empowerment Group:  April 18 
  Carlsbad  2-4PM  Sarah Fuller/Sue Bentley  
 Youth Group:  Church 6:30-8:30  Stefanie Vallas/Steve Barrett 
 Men’s Lectionary Study/Fellowhip Group Oceanside  7-8:30 PM  Richard Rieder 
 SOAKING PRAYER (Second Wednesday) Church  6:30-8:30  P.M. 
 Wholeness and Empowerment Group:   Gospel of John Carlsbad 7-8:30 PM Bentleys 
THURSDAYS 
 Discipleship: Church  7-8:30 AM  John Gerhart 
 Senior Women’s Fellowship:  Vista 10:30-Noon  Joy Rosendale 
 Healing/Eucharist Service:  Christian Healing Center 11:30-12:30 P.M.  Father Tim 
 Bible Study:  2-3:30 P.M.  Church  
FRIDAYS 
 Fellowship/Study on Prayer:  Oceanside  6-8 PM Father Richard 2X/month 
 Corporate Intercessory Prayer Carlsbad  7-9PM  Joy Rosendale 
SATURDAYS 
 Men’s Bible Study: ACTS Church 8:00-9:00 A.M.  Jerry Brown 
 Prayers and Squares @ Church 9:30 AM— Second Saturday 
 Men’s Fellowship Carlsbad 8:00 AM  Third Saturday 
  
 Family Friendly Fellowship @Church May 19 - 3PM-6PM 
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Newsletter Staff 
 

Editor ............................ Jean Hawk 
Photographers ..........  Stan Peterson 
 Sue Bentley 
 Jean Hawk 
 

The Newsletter is on the web at 
www.graceanglicanchurch.com 
and is available on Sundays in the 
Narthex.  Please pick up an extra 
copy or two to mail to your friends 
or give to someone you think 
might like to know more about 
Grace Anglican Church. 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Joseph R. Rees 
Rector 

 

The Rev. Richard Bowman 
Assisting Priest 

 

The Rev. Tim Laundrie 
Assisting Priest 

 

The Rev. Dcn. Susan Bentley 
Small Groups, Recovery Groups 

 

Jean Hawk 
Parish Office Manager 

 

Frances Slaughter 
Treasurer 

 

April Snyder 
Organist  

 

Colleen Nash 
Altar Guild 

 

Paula Sholly 
Sunday School Superintendent 

 

Stefanie Vallas 
High School & Middle School Youth 

 

Stephen Barrett 
High School & Middle School Youth 

 

Lucy Rees 

Nursery Care 
 

Jennifer Murphy 

Nursery Care Assistant 
 

Bill Laitinen 
Sexton Vestry Members  

(Term Expires in 2013) 
JR Fox ...................................760-941-3016 
Michael Murphy .....................760-994-5847 
Jane Rost .............................. 760-535-3476 

(Term Expires in 2014) 
Richard Rieder.......................760-631-4683 
(Rector’s Warden) 
Jackie Lansing.......................720-251-1470 
(People’s Warden) 
William Culbreth ....................760-931-1377 

Term Expires in 2015) 
Carolyn Blumberg..................760-685-1954 
Dink Nash ..............................760-453-9259 
Bill Collins ..............................760-295-7804 

Sacraments and Pastoral Calls 
 

If you need information regarding the Sacramental ministries of the Church, such as Baptism, Marriage, Reconciliation, 
etc., please consult with the Rector. 
 

Baptisms are administered one Sunday per month within the context of the regular worship service. 
 

Marriages are scheduled year-round except during the seasons of Lent and Advent.  Pre-marital counseling is available 
from the clergy and is required for marriage at Grace. 
 

If you desire a pastoral call or would like to meet with one of the clergy, please contact the church office during office 
hours (9 am-3 pm).   

Your Vestry Members 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

The deadline for the June 
newsletter is Friday, May 

18th.  The newsletter is usu-
ally published for distribution 

on the last Sunday of the 
month.  

Fr. Joe Rees 
Rector 

William Culbreth 

JR Fox Michael Murphy 

Jackie Lansing Richard Rieder 

Jane Rost 

Carolyn Blumberg Bill Collins Dink Nash 
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Grace Anglican Church 
4055 Oceanside Blvd., Suite P 
Oceanside, CA  92056 
 
Phone:  760-730-9900 
Email:  churchoffice@graceanglicanchurch.com 
Website: www.graceanglicanchurch.com 
Frjoe@graceanglicanchurch.com 
 
May, 2012 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Sunday Services at Grace Anglican Church 
• 8:00 a.m. Holy Communion Service with Choir 
• 9:30 a.m. Coffee and Adult Education 
• 10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
• 10:15 a.m.  Holy Communion Service with Worship Team 
• Child Care available at the 10:15 a.m. service. 

 


