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Inspiration 
by Fr. Joe Rees Life Together in the Power of the Spirit 

 

Jesus said, "I am sending 
the promise of my Father 
upon you.  But stay in the 
city until you are clothed 
with power from on high 
(Holy Spirit)." (Luke 24: 
49)..."For the promise is for 
you and for your children 
and for all 
who are 

far off, everyone whom the 
Lord our God calls to Him-
self."   (Acts 2: 39)   
  
People of Grace...You are 
clothed with power from on 
high!  It's the normative Chris-
tian witness of Jesus Christ 
living within you.  It is the Fa-
ther's promise to give to 
us.  We need to take stock and 
realize we have this power 
within our present lives, and 
when that power comes to-
gether in His Church,...what 
mighty ministry is done for the Kingdom of God 
on earth!  It's Pentecost again, a season of the 
Church.  Every time it comes around I take 
stock in the past year and realize what greater 
works the Lord is doing in us.  It's because we're 
allowing the Holy Spirit to inspire and move in 
us and through us to do God's will.  It always 
amazes me that the life and actions of the Holy 
Spirit within us continues to grow.   
  

I personally realize the Holy Spirit working in our 
community with great joy being given and re-
ceived by all of us.  Of course we have had our 
challenges but it is wonderful to see the commu-
nity coming together to help a brother or sister 
through their tough times.  Yes, we've had peo-
ple pass into heaven this year leaving a be-
reaved spouse, but look at how the community 

rallied around them.  Sin-
cere support is provided 
with lots of love for 
each.  We've seen healings 
and many incredible recov-
eries, from strokes, pneu-
monia, strange infections, 
and near death experi-
ences.  The prayer of this 
community is making a 
huge difference in those 
special lives of our dear 
friends in Christ.  Thanks be 
to God for the leap of pro-
gress that Adeeb Sawires is 
having in recovery from his 
stroke!  Absolutely amaz-

ing!  Praise God!  Another praise is the amazing 
story of recovery from near death by Sharon 
Pappas!   
  
Life together in the power of the Holy Spirit 
will witness even more blessings for us to share 
with our outside community.  My hope is that we 
will have ever more heightened awareness of 
the Spirit's interaction in our personal lives and 

(Continued on page 2) 
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realize that for our community.  It's the historic 
Christian 'normal' to think of God doing 
'supernatural' activity in our lives.  This type of 
extraordinary divine providence happens when 
we pray, when we pray 'together', when we exalt 
and worship our Lord Jesus Christ with fervent 
zeal!  That's why it's essential that we continue 
to have vibrant worship with all the community 
present (summer brings travel but every attempt 
ought to be made to be in 
the worshiping community)!   
  
As we live in a close-knit 
family, everyone knows each 
others names, and their 
story, and their hopes and 
dreams, their fragile points 
and vulnerabilities, and yes, 
even their sins and recover-
ies.  This gives us the joyful 
opportunity to pray them 
through and exalt the Lord in His blessings of 
new life only He can give.  We help each other 
by confessing to one another and ministering 
forgiveness to one another.  As we grow in this 
Spirit-filled family of believers we are able to see 
God at work in the transformational process that 
brings a sinner to be healed and redeemed by 
Christ's love and grace.  We dump the critical 
spirit and exchange it for the Holy Spirit!  We 
love instead of dismiss someone as irregular or 
odd-ball.  We see the potential of Christ's love 
and life in the other person.  We live to see Je-
sus in the other as we expect others will see Je-
sus in us.   
  
With a new emphasis on reaching out with 
Christ's love to our neighbors we will have a 
prayer walk on Saturday morning, June 23rd at 
9am.  We'll prepare the spiritual environment in 
neighborhoods around our church by praying for 
the people that live there to receive the Lord's 
invitation to enter into His loving community at 
Grace.  We'll follow that up with a teaching on 
Sunday afternoon, June 24th at 4pm (and sup-
per together).  Then, on Saturday, June 30th 

we'll spend the morning fanning out in those 
neighborhoods in teams to take a Gospel of 
John booklet out to folks we come in contact 
with, initiating conversations to give our mes-
sage of hope and love in Jesus Christ.  We'll tell 
them about the Good News of His saving grace 
that's found at our church, Grace Anglican.  I 
believe that this will please our Lord and bring 
honor to His Name.  I believe, no matter what 

the success, that we will have 
acted upon the Holy Spirit's im-
perative to go into the world 
and be filled with the Spirit to 
share Jesus with others.  That 
this becomes a parish-wide ef-
fort is my urging and my sincere 
hope.   
  
Life Together requires us to get 
out of our comfort zones where 
we do obeisance to the dictates 

of the world; money, career, social ladder, keep-
ing up with the guy with the most material 
things, etc.  Life in the power of the Holy Spirit 
will demand our best, prioritize our choices, and 
lead us to follow the will of the Father in His 
quest to save as many people into His Kingdom 
before Jesus comes again.  And by the looks of 
it, He may be coming soon!  We still need to be 
discipled.  We need teachings and spiritual 
books to nourish our spirits.  We need the fel-
lowship of small groups and Family Friendly 
times to come together and become aware of 
the needs for prayer and love for one an-
other.  We need to stick together when times get 
tough for others, and from the grace of offerings 
to God through the Lazarus Fund, assist many 
who are in crisis or exceptional need.  Yes, we 
need to respond to the Holy Spirit as He opens 
our eyes to our brother or sister in need.  As of 
this writing I'm aware of a good man of God who 
needs a place to live with his dog.  Can anyone 
help?   
  
With the Holy Spirit and the provision of His 

(Continued on page 3) 
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guidance for believers in Jesus, we can over-
come all challenges and obstacles to our 
faith.  We can and will do mighty works for the 
Kingdom of God.  We are assured of a beautiful 
life together when we share the marvelous fruits 
of the Spirit with one another (Gal. 5:16-25).  "If 
we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the 
Spirit!"(Gal. 5:25)  Let us learn to walk in the 
Spirit and let the Spirit have control of us each 
and every day with each and every chal-
lenge.  Let the Spirit rule your hearts and minds 
to honor our Savior and Lord Jesus.  It's the dif-
ference maker.  It's the only way to extraordi-
nary life lived for God.  I hope we will be known 
as that Spirit-empowered community of believ-

ers who take stock and take a stand and take 
time to go and give the Spirit to a thirsty world of 
people who are lost and lonely.  I hope we will 
be known by the Lord Jesus to have honored 
Him with real ministry and not just lip ser-
vice.  Let the Holy Spirit loose for a brilliant life 
together!   
  
Love in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Joe 

We are in the process of setting up a prayer 
room which will be ope for set hours during the 
week, Monday through Friday.  Our prayer room 
will be served by Grace Prayer Ministers and 
open to all who seek the Lord in prayer for sup-
port, answers, healing, anything!  Prayer minis-
ters will listen, Love and pray.  We are develop-
ing a schedule currently. 
 

We need comfortable furniture to make the 
prayer room a spiritual retreat.  If you have a 
small couch or chairs or tables/lamps which you 
want to donate, please call Trish Snider to dis-
cuss the possible contribution. 

Prayer Room 

Prayer Walk 
Saturday, June 23, 2012 

Join Fr. Joe and your Church Family as 
they walk the neighborhoods surrounding 
our church to Spiritually prepare them for 
outreach into our community.  The group 
will meet at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 
23rd at Grace to have a brief teaching 
and break up into teams of two or three 
people.  Each team will be given a map 

of their target neighborhood.  The teams 
will then go out and walk around the 
neighborhood to pray and listen to the 
Lord.  You don’t have to talk to anyone or 
hand out tracts or anything that might 
make you uncomfortable.  Just walk and 
pray! 
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Part of loving one another 
in our life together is com-
forting each other in our 
various needs. Comforting 
one another is a way of life 
for Christians; we almost 
automatically rally around 
those who are suffering. 
We are compassionate, and 
it seems that we always 

want to encourage, console, or contribute to those 
among us who need help or who mourn. Often we 
don’t know what to do other than pray, and praying, 
of course, is good. But many people long to do more 
than pray or even come alongside; they want to do 
something tangible for the person in need. Perhaps 
giving them a ride, running an errand, providing a 
meal, or communicating with others on their behalf 
would be helpful and comforting.  
 
Sometimes people who are clearly suffering do not 
want anyone to try to comfort them. Don Piper, in his 
book 90 Minutes in Heaven, wrote about how, during 
his hospital stay and recovery from a severe accident, 
he routinely refused to be comforted. One pastor had 
the courage to tell him that he was being selfish. He 
was denying other people the opportunity to enter 
into his suffering and provide a gift of love. His 
change of attitude helped his healing and brightened 
everyone’s spirits. Comfort went both ways. 
 
Romans 12:15 says to rejoice with those who rejoice 
and to weep with those who weep, and most Chris-
tians participate in this type of coming alongside. 
The Greek word for this is “paraklēseōs.” You will 
notice that this word is similar to the one used by Je-
sus when He talked to the apostles about the Helper 
who would come, the Spirit of Truth. The word is 
translated in many ways based on context. Paraklē-
seōs is closely related to another word, “parakaleōs,” 
which is often translated as comfort, console, encour-
age, or exhort. The English Standard Version of the 
Bible translates these words as “comfort” about 

ninety times. Situationally, the sense of the word is 
peace of mind, or the absence or lessening of anxiety. 
It is never used in terms of luxury or ease.  
Most intriguing for believers is the number of times 
Scripture refers to God’s comforting of His people. 
Psalm 23:4, speaking of God as shepherd, says, 
“Your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” The 
shepherd uses the rod and staff to protect the flock 
and to discipline the sheep if they stray from the 
herd. With the watchful shepherd, no harm will be-
fall the sheep. Psalm 71 speaks of someone who has 
gone through really troubling times. But in verse 21, 
the psalmist says to God, “You will increase my 
greatness and comfort me again.” God will restore 
the good fortunes of those who trust in Him and they 
will have peace of mind. 
 
The promises of God should give us comfort. Psalm 
119:50 says, “This is my comfort in my affliction, 
that your promise gives me life.” The promises of 
God are life-giving, and that should give us peace of 
mind. Verses 72 and 86 of the same psalm speak of 
comfort coming from God’s steadfast love and His 
promises. In Isaiah 40:1, God instructs His anointed 
to “Comfort, comfort my people.” In Isaiah 51:12 
God says, “I, I AM He who comforts you,” and the 
context implies that people are looking elsewhere for 
their comfort and deliverance. God goes on to say 
that He will revive and heal the lowly in spirit and 
contrite in heart and also comfort them and their 
mourners. God also says in Isaiah 66:13, “As one 
whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you.”  
The promises of God are our comfort, and one of 
those promises is that He will comfort us. In 2 Corin-
thians 1:3-4, Saint Paul ties God’s comforting of us 
to our comforting of others: 

Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mer-
cies and God of all comfort, who 
comforts us in all our affliction, so 
that we may be able to comfort those 
who are in any affliction, with the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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comfort with which we ourselves are 
comforted by God. 

God promises us eternal life with Him if we believe 
fully in Jesus Christ in our hearts. God promises that 
He will forgive our sins, that He will remember our 
sins no more, that He will deliver us from harm, that 
He will heal us, that He will open His storehouses for 
us if we tithe, and that He will comfort us. Do we 
look to God for our comfort? Do we expect God to 
fulfill His promises? Or is that just for someone else? 
Do we have faith to receive, or do we make excuses 
for why the promises won’t work for us? If you are 
in some sort of distress at this time—financial, physi-

cal, emotional, or spiritual—cry out to God and ask 
Him to remember His promises. Do not doubt, but 
believe.  
 
So, brothers and sisters of Grace, how are we 
living this word? 

Soaking Prayer 
 

June 13, 2012 

Wear your comfortable clothes, bring your pillow and a blan-
ket, and get ready to soak in the awesome presence of the Lord. 

Bring a Friend!  Bring several friends! 
You will all be blessed! 

Healing Prayer Service 
7:00 p.m. 

1st Wednesday of every month 
 

Join us on June 6th for a quiet time of prayer, reflection and heal-
ing prayer in the Sanctuary at Grace Anglican Church. 
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Pentecost is Only the Beginning 
or 

We’ve Only Just Begun! 
 

Fr. Richard Bowman 

When a man and a woman 
marry, they come from sepa-
rate blood lines.  When they 
become pregnant, their baby 
has a combined blood line 
from both parents.  So do the 

siblings.  It is the marriage and the blood which make 
them a family.  Nothing anyone does – especially the 
children – in growing-up years – can change that 
blood relationship.  It is a fact which cannot be al-
tered.  Siblings and parents can be estranged, but the 
blood relationship is never changed. 
 
When two individuals from different backgrounds, 
perhaps different races and nationalities and different 
genders, receive Jesus Christ as their Savior and are, 
therefore, born again, they are spiritual brothers and 
sisters.  They may have nothing else in common.  
They may not even speak the same language.  But 
each is an adopted son or daughter of the Lord, is 
saved and is eternally part of God’s Family. Very of-
ten, when you meet someone who is also a true be-
liever, you know without asking that he/she is your 
brother/sister.  Behavior does not alter that relation-
ship.  Note that the behavior of the Prodigal Son in no 
way changed the basic relationship he had with his 
father. 
 
Jesus said:  “My sheep hear My voice, and I know 
them, and they follow Me.  I give them eternal life, and 
they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out 
of My hand.  My Father, who has given them to Me, is 
greater than all, and no one is able to snatch 
them out of the Father’s hand.  I and the Father are 
one.” 
 
A person who has once received Jesus as his Savior 
may walk away from that and forget it, denying that it 
ever happened, and choose to live another way en-
tirely.  But, though he may forget it, Jesus does not 

forget that spiritual event that once took place.  He 
takes it seriously and works in that person’s life to 
make him so uncomfortable that he will sooner or later 
have to deal with that one-time commitment. 
 
I firmly believe that our congregation here at Grace 
Anglican has the firm hand of the Lord on and in it.  
There is the Living Presence of Jesus in this church.  
So many, many folks walking in the door for worship 
have commented on the Love they have felt right 
away.  Gail and I felt it when we first walked in De-
cember, 2008.  We didn’t know more than two or 
three people at that time.  But we were overwhelmed 
with the Unconditional 
Love of Jesus through the Holy Spirit.  How else can 
we explain this Divine Glue which has held us to-
gether over so many years of our history as a congre-
gation? 
 
Pentecost – 50 days after Passover, for the Jews – was 
the very day when the Holy Spirit, for the first time, 
descended upon the new born-again Church of Jesus 
Christ.  Instead of counting 50 days from Passover, the 
first Christians counted 50 days from the Resurrection.  
It was the Birthday of the Church.  The Power of the 
Holy Spirit brought to life those formerly frightened 
and timid Apostles.  Now they were indwelt by a 
Power that turned them inside-out and upside-down.  
They became completely new persons.  Nothing 
stopped them from their new Mission to preach the 
Gospel and spread the Kingdom of God.  The world 
took note.  How could they not?   Thousands became 
believers and the Church grew exponentially. 
 
These first Christians experienced the dropping away 
from their souls all that had held them in bondage un-
til then –  fear of men, of suffering and death.  Now 
there was nothing at all to fear.  Jesus had conquered 
the one great enemy – death.  Now they were free and 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Everyone  
Known, Loved, and Served with prayer 

nothing could stop them.  They were sold out to Je-
sus and His Kingdom. 
 
We at Grace are truly the People of God.  His hand is 
truly on us.  But, blessed and chosen as we are – Are 
we each, individually, sold out to Jesus and His 
Kingdom? 
Ask yourself the question:  Who/what is most im-
portant in my life?  Most of us would say “Jesus”.  
But, can we say, “Jesus only is the most important 
Person in my life”?  It is hard to say that without 
making a conscious and deliberate choice to put eve-
ryone and everything beneath Jesus.  [See Jesus’ 
parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl of great 
price in Matthew 13:44-46]  When a person does that 
– and keeps renewing that commitment day by day, 

there is absolutely no way to limit how God will use 
him/her in spreading the Kingdom and building up 
His Church. 
 
We all want our parish church called Grace Anglican 
to grow – spiritually and numerically.  We want our 
church to be more faithful in worship, teaching, heal-
ing, all forms of ministering to others.  There is no 
better time than Pentecost, the Birthday of the 
Church – and the Season of Pentecost – to look into 
our own souls and discover if we individually are 
truly sold out to Jesus and His Kingdom.  When 
you ask yourself that question seriously – the Holy 
Spirit will show you the truth and what to do about it. 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
 

Saturdays at 8:00 a.m. 
 

at Grace Anglican Church 
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From Deacon Sue…… 

Thank You! 

We want to extend our 
heartfelt appreciation to 
our beloved Sunday 
School/Nursery Ministry 
Team led by Paula Sholly 
for a wonderful year of 
action-packed learning 
and spiritual growth for 
ALL of our children.  
This was truly an amazing 
year for our children 
thanks to: 

 Paula and Dick Sholly 

 K.C. Winward 

 Liza Clifford 

 Lucy Rees 

 La Tanya Kibby 

 Alecsandra and Holden Howell 

 Alicia and Jim Wherry 

 Jennifer Vermeeren 

 Tina Murphy 

 Jo Yancy 

 Joy Rosendale 
 & our Faithful Parents who willingly helped 
in the classroom and brought their little ones faith-
fully week after week! 
Our Sunday School year will end on Sunday, June 
10.   We will take a short break through the month of 
June to give our Children/Family Ministry Team 
time to re-charge and re-group for a few exciting 
family activities during the summer months and to 
plan a Spirit-filled year of fun and spiritual growth 
for the fall. 
We welcome anyone with a heart for children to join 
us as we corporately pray and discern God’s vision 
for a vibrant ministry for our young ones and fami-
lies to grow and flourish as empowered disciples in 
God’s Community in the years to come. Please con-
tact Deacon Sue for more information. 

Photos Courtesy of Stan Peterson 
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Family Friendly Event—April 28, 2012 
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KOINONIA (Fellowship/Study/Ministry) GROUPS 

Our K-Groups provide a caring environment for fellowship, prayer, service, and spiritual 
growth.  We usually meet at least weekly as a group.  Each group may have a particular em-
phasis.  All groups listen, love, and pray for one another.  We invite you to join a K-group in 
the New Year! 

CURRENT OPEN GROUPS MAY, 2012 

SUNDAYS 
 Rector’s Forum:  Between Worship Services 9:30-10:10 AM 
 Newcomers Fellowship:  Second Sunday Between Worship Services 9:30-10-10 AM   
 Sabbath Celebration:  Carlsbad 4:00-7:00 P.M.  D. Barrett 
 Fellowship/Bible Study:  Fallbrook:  P.M.  B. Montgomery 
MONDAYS 
 Men’s Prayer Group:  Church:  6:30 AM:  Stephen Thould/Michael Murphy 
 Bible Study: Through the Bible in One Year @ Church 6-8PM Jane Rost 
TUESDAYS  
 Rector’s Bible Study:  Church  11:30 AM-12:30 P.M. 
 Healing Service/Communion:  Christian Healing Center 4:15-5:15  P.M.  Jr Fox 
 NEW  Midweek Potluck Fellowship and Study  April 17-May 29 (7 weeks)
   ACTS of the Apostles with Father Richard 6:30-8:30 P.M. 
WEDNESDAYS 
 NEW STUDY Women’s Wholeness and Empowerment Group:  April 18 
  Carlsbad  2-4PM  Sarah Fuller/Sue Bentley  
 Youth Group:  Church 6:30-8:30  Stefanie Vallas/Steve Barrett 
 Men’s Lectionary Study/Fellowhip Group Oceanside  7-8:30 PM  Richard Rieder 
 SOAKING PRAYER (Second Wednesday) Church  6:30-8:30  P.M. 
 Wholeness and Empowerment Group:   Gospel of John Carlsbad 7-8:30 PM Bentleys 
THURSDAYS 
 Discipleship: Church  7-8:30 AM  John Gerhart 
 Senior Women’s Fellowship:  Vista 10:30-Noon  Joy Rosendale 
 Healing/Eucharist Service:  Christian Healing Center 11:30-12:30 P.M.  Father Tim 
 Bible Study:  2-3:30 P.M.  Church  
FRIDAYS 
 Fellowship/Study on Prayer:  Oceanside  6-8 PM Father Richard 2X/month 
 Corporate Intercessory Prayer Carlsbad  7-9PM  Joy Rosendale 
SATURDAYS 
 Men’s Bible Study: ACTS Church 8:00-9:00 A.M.  Jerry Brown 
 Prayers and Squares @ Church 9:30 AM— Second Saturday 
 Men’s Fellowship Carlsbad 8:00 AM  Third Saturday 
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Newsletter Staff 
 

Editor ............................ Jean Hawk 
Photographers ..........  Stan Peterson 
 Sue Bentley 
 Jean Hawk 
 

The Newsletter is on the web at 
www.graceanglicanchurch.com 
and is available on Sundays in the 
Narthex.  Please pick up an extra 
copy or two to mail to your friends 
or give to someone you think 
might like to know more about 
Grace Anglican Church. 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Joseph R. Rees 
Rector 

 

The Rev. Richard Bowman 
Assisting Priest 

 

The Rev. Tim Laundrie 
Assisting Priest 

 

The Rev. Dcn. Susan Bentley 
Small Groups, Recovery Groups 

 

Jean Hawk 
Parish Office Manager 

 

Frances Slaughter 
Treasurer 

 

April Snyder 
Organist  

 

Colleen Nash 
Altar Guild 

 

Paula Sholly 
Sunday School Superintendent 

 

Stefanie Vallas 
High School & Middle School Youth 

 

Stephen Barrett 
High School & Middle School Youth 

 

Lucy Rees 

Nursery Care 
 

Jennifer Murphy 

Nursery Care Assistant 
 

Bill Laitinen 
Sexton Vestry Members  

(Term Expires in 2013) 
JR Fox ...................................760-941-3016 
Michael Murphy .....................760-994-5847 
Jane Rost .............................. 760-535-3476 

(Term Expires in 2014) 
Richard Rieder.......................760-631-4683 
(Rector’s Warden) 
Jackie Lansing.......................720-251-1470 
(People’s Warden) 
William Culbreth ....................760-931-1377 

Term Expires in 2015) 
Carolyn Blumberg..................760-685-1954 
Dink Nash ..............................760-453-9259 
Bill Collins ..............................760-295-7804 

Sacraments and Pastoral Calls 
 

If you need information regarding the Sacramental ministries of the Church, such as Baptism, Marriage, Reconciliation, 
etc., please consult with the Rector. 
 

Baptisms are administered one Sunday per month within the context of the regular worship service. 
 

Marriages are scheduled year-round except during the seasons of Lent and Advent.  Pre-marital counseling is available 
from the clergy and is required for marriage at Grace. 
 

If you desire a pastoral call or would like to meet with one of the clergy, please contact the church office during office 
hours (9 am-3 pm).   

Your Vestry Members 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

The deadline for the June 
newsletter is Friday, May 

18th.  The newsletter is usu-
ally published for distribution 

on the last Sunday of the 
month.  

Fr. Joe Rees 
Rector 

William Culbreth 

JR Fox Michael Murphy 

Jackie Lansing Richard Rieder 

Jane Rost 

Carolyn Blumberg Bill Collins Dink Nash 
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Grace Anglican Church 
4055 Oceanside Blvd., Suite P 
Oceanside, CA  92056 
 
Phone:  760-730-9900 
Email:  churchoffice@graceanglicanchurch.com 
Website: www.graceanglicanchurch.com 
Frjoe@graceanglicanchurch.com 
 
June, 2012 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Sunday Services at Grace Anglican Church 
• 8:00 a.m. Holy Communion Service with Choir 
• 9:30 a.m. Coffee and Adult Education 
• 10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
• 10:15 a.m.  Holy Communion Service with Worship Team 
• Child Care available at the 10:15 a.m. service. 

 


