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“But when the fullness of time 
came, God sent forth His Son, 
born of a woman, born under 
the Law, so that He might re-
deem those who were under 
the Law, that we might re-
ceive the adoption as sons 
(and daughters).” Galatians 
4:3-5. 
 
It seems 

this year that everyone in the 
secular culture wants to have 
Christmas come earlier, proba-
bly due to the tough economy 
and the feverish pitch of the 
marketers urging us to buy, buy, 
buy!  But, as Christians, we 
know the real gift is Jesus.  We 
look forward to His coming again with anticipation 
because He will rule the world and put everything 
under His new Law, the law of His Love.  It matters 
though whether or not we mesh harmoniously with 
His Love.  All nations will bow down before our 
great King.  When He comes the violence will imme-
diately cease.  Human warfare will be over.  The 
peace that comes will come only through submission 
to His rule and authority.  Thus, there may be those 
who refuse and will be exiled for eternity.  However, 
the expectation is that our Lord Jesus will continue to 
give the opportunity to any who turn to Him in hum-
ble submission and repent of their sins, believe in His 
resurrection for them…before…He comes again.  So, 
again, we wait for those fateful words to be fulfilled:  
“But when the fullness of time” comes a second 
time, then, we will know and be established forever 

in the Truth and the Truth will set us free! 
 
Advent looks forward to all those promises of His 
Coming.  We will repeat the traditions of Christmas 
in all the different ways we love doing them.  We 
will make lists for gifts and go shopping.  We will 
get together and have parties.  We will be festive and 
that will make us happy.  But, what will make us 
truly ‘happy’?  There is only one gift that keeps on 

really giving…that is the 
Person of Jesus in relation-
ship with us.  His life within 
is the most joyful gift of all. 
 
The Greater Gift is Jesus.  
We need to keep looking to 
Him as He perfects our faith 
and enables us to live as 
God’s adopted sons and 

daughters.  We are adopted…meaning we have a 
new parent, a new ‘father/mother’, whom we need to 
submit to and abide within His house rules.  We need 
to recognize Jesus as our Lord as well as our Savior.  
And the house rules are quite simple in nature, “Love 
one another as I have loved you!”  Jesus forgave us -- 
we need to forgive others.  Jesus paid the price to 
liberate us -- we need to love others to liberate them 
from the bondages of this world.  Jesus gave His all 
that we might have eternal life -- we need to receive 
His gift and pass it on to others…all the time! 
 
In this season of Advent and the coming Christmas-
tide, let us focus on giving the Greater Gift of Jesus 
to someone around us, in our circle of contacts, 
whether we like them or not, and whether it might 

(Continued on page 2) 

As Christians, 
we know the 

real gift is Jesus. 
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seem impossible.  One seed planted will have great 
consequences for new life.  The seed of Jesus is the 
answer.  The Greater Gift is not a material one.  It is 
that love found in Jesus that is true Love.  His Love 
for you and your family.  His Love for your 
neighbors.  His Love for your disagreeable ones.  His 
Love for even enemies (as Jesus told us).  Love for 
Jesus will do what Jesus wants us to do.  Love for 
Jesus will engage us in His Spirit to go ‘out of our 
way’ for the ‘other’ person.  When we know the real 
Jesus of Holy Scripture, the Person who is in con-
stant communication with us, the Person who loves 
us with abundant mercy and limitless grace always 
being applied to our lives, the Person who won’t give 
up on us when we’re confused, depressed or angry; 
then, yes, then the miracle of belief occurs and Love 
truly flows to exalt and glorify Jesus.  This is the 
Greater Gift!  Live Jesus in such a way that others 
see Jesus in you and want to be associated with you 
and know what you know and live like you live!  Be 
the gift of Jesus to one who is searching for the one, 
true answer to the questions of life! 
 
May the Lord Jesus fill your hearts, your minds, your 
imaginations, your hopes, your dreams, your love 

this season as we prepare for His Coming Again in 
the sacred season that belongs to Him because He’s 
adopted us as His. 
 
We wish you all the blessings of His Love as you 
live into your adoptions.  May His peace rule your 
hearts this Christmas.  May we open doors to others 
to know their adoptions as well. 
 
Love in Christ, 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Joe 
 
P.S.  Adopted sons and daughters love to show up at 
all the events that bring them close to their heavenly 
Father and their Lord Jesus Christ.  Check out our 
calendar for all the services and events of the season. 
Paul says in Ephesians 1: 
 

Soaking Prayer 
 

December 12, 2012 

Wear your comfortable clothes, bring your pillow, a blanket, 
and get ready to soak in the awesome presence of the Lord.  

Bring a Friend!  Bring several friends!  You will all be blessed! 
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If you have ever been in a cul-
ture different from your own 
at Christmas, you no doubt 
experienced some “strange” 
ways of celebrating the Sea-
son.  Strange to you.  But not 
to them.  You might have felt 
yourself a stranger. 
 
I recall, during seminary 
years, attending with another 
“white” friend of mine, a 

Black Baptist Church.  At first I felt out of place.  
But not for long.  Many of those wonderful Chris-
tians embraced us and made us feel right at home, 
inviting us to a wonderful chicken dinner after 
church.  Very soon the racial thing evaporated and 
we were just brothers and sisters in the Lord. 
 
As Jesus has His way with us, we reach the point 
where we become less and less aware of color or 
dress or nationality or gender.  The person sitting 
across from me is just that – a person – whom the 
Lord made, loves and redeemed.  Just like He did for 
me.  I can learn to appreciate him/her, learn from 
him, share with him, pray with him.  In so doing I – 
and hopefully the other person – grow a bit in Christ. 
 
Setting aside the beautiful accoutrements of the 
Christmas Season (which we all love and which have 
many memories for us), the actual Coming of Jesus 
through Mary in that cold stable with the animals 
was not very pretty.  It was, in fact, pretty miserable.  
Yet the Father warmed up the stable with the Angels 
and the Star.  Most of all by His only Son, born in 
that otherwise bereft place.  Mary and Joseph were 
warmed up by Jesus.  Where the Light is, there is the 
warmth of God. 
 
But who came to see the Babe?  Very poor and 
probably illiterate shepherds.  Also men of influence, 
wealth, and prestige.  Possibly other common folk 
like you and me who heard from the shepherds about 

this wondrous Birth.  In other words, “all sorts and 
conditions of men”.   We are not told in the Gospel 
accounts much about others who came.  But we 
know the Word spread and touched hearts.  That is 
why the Father sent the Son:  to reach out to persons 
of all colors and conditions and levels of wealth or 
not, etc. 
All people need Jesus.  No one does not.  “All have 
sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God.” 
 
Our “comfort zones” need to be overridden often.  
Mine was one time a few years ago when I listened 
to the testimony of a “rough and tough” former biker 
who met Jesus.  My heart was opened to him and he 
became my brother in Christ – and still is.  Prior to 
that, I had an underlying (though unspoken) attitude 
that “people like that” were a little apart and not “like 
me”.  It was my own fear which had kept me pro-
tected before I met this man.  Jesus helped me to 
grow a little by opening me up to other such “people 
like that”. 
 
“Love Came Down at Christmas” – not only for you 
– for all of us.  Those whom the Father brings into 
your sphere of influence this Advent/Christmas Sea-
son will not be accidental or coincidental.  There will 
be a plan.  Some gift for you, for the others.  The gift 
you may be led to give may be material or financial; 
it may be an act of love and caring; it may be sharing 
the Gospel directly; it may be praying for him/her.  
But – as the Lord Jesus came into this dark world and 
brought warmth and Light – so you are called to do 
exactly the same thing in the life He perfectly cho-
reographs for you.  In these wonderful ways we 
grow, we serve Him, we grow to be more like Him. 
 
 May Jesus who rescued us from doom and 
darkness fill your heart and family with that same 
Love made new this Advent/Christmas Season! 
      
 Fr. Richard 
   

To Whom Did Jesus Come? 
Fr. Richard Bowman 
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From the Rector’s Warden 
by Richard Rieder, Rector’s Warden 

I’ve always been moved by 
the symbolism of celebrat-
ing the birth of Christ at 
the time of year when light 
comes to the world—after 
the winter solstice when 
days begin to lengthen.  
Western Christians first 

celebrated Christmas on December 25 in 
336, after Emperor Constantine declared 
Christianity the empire's favored relig-
ion. "It's just paganism wrapped with a 
Christian bow," naysayers argue. But 
while kowtowing to worldliness must al-
ways be a concern for Christians, the 
church has generally supported efforts to 
reshape culture positively. As a theologian 
asserted in 320, "We hold this day holy, 
not like the pagans because of the birth of 
the sun, but because of (the birth of) Him 
who made it."  

In Scripture light is associated with God.  
Bright clouds, a burning bush, and a pillar 
of fire were signs of God's presence. The 
psalmist spoke of God as light: “The LORD 
is my light and my salvation” (Psalm 
27:1); and Isaiah wrote, “The LORD shall 
be your light forever” (Isaiah 60:19). 
Prophecies spoke of the Messiah as light: 
“Your light has come, the glory of the 
Lord shines upon you” (Isaiah 60:1). And 
the prophet Simeon hailed the child Jesus 
as “a light for revelation to the Gentiles.” 
 
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will not walk in dark-
ness, but will have the light of life” (John 
8:12).  Jesus repeated his claim before he 
cured the blind man (John 9:5).  John be-
gins his Gospel with “the true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the 

world” (John 1:9). In the Nicene Creed, 
we call Jesus “Light from Light.” Our 
greatest celebration, the Easter Vigil, 
opens by lighting a paschal candle from 
new fire and acclaiming the light of Christ. 

 

Light has many functions that make it a 
good symbol for Jesus. Light helps us see 
things. Jesus gives us the truth about God 
and about life, our origin, and our destiny. 
Light guides us as we travel. Jesus guides 
us safely through life to our heavenly 
home. Light promotes growth and life. Je-
sus brings us abundant and everlasting 
life. Light warms and comforts. Jesus wel-
comes us and calms us. Light dispels 
darkness, which stands for evil. Jesus 
pierces the darkness of sin and death and 
conquers them.  

 

Light of the world,  
You stepped down into darkness. 
Opened my eyes let me see. 
Beauty that made this heart adore you, 
hope of a life spent with you. 
And here I am to worship, 
Here I am to bow down, 
Here I am to say that you're my God, 
You're altogether lovely, 
Altogether worthy, 
Altogether wonderful to me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sources: Christianity Today, Loyola Press, and 
"Here I Am To Worship" by Chris Tomlin 
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Prayers & Squares 
 

Prayers & Squares meets on the second Saturday of the month 
for their regular meeting.  The December meeting will be on 
December 8th  and will be the annual Christmas Brunch at the 
home of Carol Neu  Our next regular meeting will be on Satur-
day, January 12 in the fellowship room at Grace.  Please bring 
your sewing machine and any quilt projects you are doing.  We 
welcome anyone who would like to join us.  Just show up on 
Saturday!  Men—consider getting in touch with your artistic 
self and join us.  It’s about creativity and giving to the Lord’s 
work. 

Holiday Food Drive 
 
The Food Ministry of Grace Anglican Church is coordinating a holiday dinner give-
away as an outreach to those in need in the community. 
 
The goal is to provide complete dinners for 50 individuals or families. 
 
We are seeking donations of food and grocery store gift cards or cash to purchase 
the main entrée of a ham or turkey.  Grocery items needed are:  Stuffing, Canned 
Vegetables, Cranberry Sauce and Gravy; Instant Mashed Potatoes and Desert Mak-
ing Items. 
 
Please make all donations by Sunday December 16th. 
 
We will also need volunteers to assist with preparing the giveaway bags.  A special 
meeting will be held at Grace Anglican Church on December 21st, 12:00 Noon to 
3:00 PM to facilitate the plan.  Please contact Frances Slaughter or Rob Ackerman 
to volunteer or for more information. 
 
The Food Ministry of Grace Anglican Church is specially partnering with Interfaith 
Community Services for this event, growing our operation and outreach, and will be 
a publicized resource to the community for food assistance and information. 
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Christmas has always been my favorite time of year, 
the carols, the anticipation and the hope that comes 
with the birth of Christ.  Just once a year it seems as 
though even nonbelievers act in a more “Christian “ 
way towards one another.  
 
But then comes the strangest week of the year, those 
seven days between Christmas day and New Years 
day.  It isn’t really a vacation, yet a lot of people take 
it off. The lights and wreaths are still up but they 
don’t seem as bright anymore.  
All the TV stations have those specials, the year in 
sports, the year in entertainment and the news events 
of the past year. Usually more than a few of the radio 
stations have a countdown of the top songs of the 
year, even the Christian talk stations play the most 
requested shows of the past twelve months. 
 
Although I think that the main tradition, if I can call 
it that, during this odd week is the making of New 
Year’s resolutions. I wonder how that got started, 
does anyone ever get as far as February before they 
either forget or give up on their promises to them-
selves?   Personally I don’t make resolutions but I 
am guilty of that related habit of making a list of “to 
does “ for the coming year. You know what I mean, 
clean out the garage, clean out the attic, clean up the 
back yard etc. And what makes it worse; I actually 
write these things down and put them on the fridge.  
All I really need to do is take last years list and 
change the date!!! 
 
 
Well this year I’m going to make only one promise 
to myself and that is to try to love Jesus. Yes, you 
read that correctly, I’m going to try to love Jesus.  
No not the type of feel good all over, warm and 
fuzzy love. No not the hands in the air close my eyes 
and talk in a breathy whisper type of love. But real 
Biblical agape love. 
 

If someone were to ask me now if I love Jesus my 
honest answer would have to be that I try but I need 
to try harder. We know that God loves us; He proved 
it beyond a doubt. (John 3:16). But Jesus says, “ If 
you love me, you will keep my commandments “.  
(John 14: 15).  Every Sunday we say, “ delight in thy 
will and walk in thy ways to the Glory of thy name “ 
but do we? 
 
 Jesus says that the first commandment is to love the 
Lord your God with all your heart with all your soul 
and your entire mind. The second is to love your 
neighbor as yourself.  (Mark 12: 30-31).  Lets just 
take the second one of these two, how do we love 
our neighbor as ourselves? A good example of this is 
James 2: 15-17, too many people get stuck on the 
faith without works part of this passage and miss 
what James is saying. Just as Jesus tells us who our 
neighbor is (Luke 10), here in verses 15 and 16 
James tells us what to do also.  
 
So to love Jesus is not a feeling but an action, we 
need to live in obedience to Him in order to love 
Him. 
 
Please, this year rather than making resolutions that 
you have no intension of keeping, or making lists 
that will be forgotten about soon after they are writ-
ten, I encourage you to join me. 
Lets try to love Jesus more every day in every way. 
This is how true revival can begin. 
 
Do you love Jesus? 
 
God bless and a Mighty Christmas,  
Stephen Thould 

Do You Love Jesus? 
by Stephen Thould 
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Coming in  
December! 

 
 
December 1 Advent Family Day at Grace—10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 Advent Time of Contemplation—10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 

December 2 First Sunday of Advent 
 Angel Tree Party—3:00 p.m. 
 

December 9 Two Services—8 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 
 Advent Lessons and Carols at 7:30 p.m. 
 

December 12: Soaking Prayer at 6:30 p.m. 
 

December 16 Special Children’s Play at 10:15 service 
 All church potluck Christmas Party at noon. 
 

December 23 One Service at 9:00 a.m. 
 

December 24 Christmas Eve Services 
 5:00 p.m. Family Service 
 10:00 p.m. Traditional Service 
 

December 25 Christmas Day service at 10:00 a.m. 
 

December 26 9;30 a.m.—St. Stephen’s Day Service with Holy Communion 
 

December 27 9:30 a.m.—St. John’s Day Service with Holy Communion 
 

December 28 9:30 a.m.—Holy Innocents Day Service with Holy Communion 
 

December 30 One Service at noon. 
 

December 31 New Year’s Eve Service at 7:00 p.m. 
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Newsletter Staff 
 

Editor ............................ Jean Hawk 
Photographers ..........  Stan Peterson 
 JR Fox 
 Jean Hawk 
 

The Newsletter is on the web at 
www.graceanglicanchurch.com 
and is available on Sundays in the 
Narthex.  Please pick up an extra 
copy or two to mail to your friends 
or give to someone you think 
might like to know more about 
Grace Anglican Church. 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Joseph R. Rees 
Rector 

 

The Rev. Richard Bowman 
Assisting Priest 

 

The Rev. Dcn. Susan Bentley 
Small Groups, Recovery Groups 

 

Jean Hawk 
Parish Office Manager 

 

Frances Slaughter 
Treasurer 

 

April Snyder 
Organist  

 

Colleen Nash 
Altar Guild 

 

Stefanie Vallas 
High School & Middle School Youth 

 

Lucy Rees 

Nursery Care 
 

Jennifer Murphy 

Nursery Care Assistant 
 

Jerry Brown 
Sexton 

Vestry Members  
(Term Expires in 2013) 

JR Fox ...................................760-941-3016 
Michael Murphy .....................760-994-5847 
Jane Rost .............................. 760-535-3476 

(Term Expires in 2014) 
Richard Rieder.......................760-631-4683 
(Rector’s Warden) 
Jackie Lansing.......................760-855-5796 
William Culbreth ....................760-931-1377 

Term Expires in 2015) 
Carolyn Blumberg..................760-685-1954 
Dink Nash ..............................760-453-9259 
(People’s Warden) 
Bill Collins ..............................760-295-7804 

Sacraments and Pastoral Calls 
 

If you need information regarding the Sacramental ministries of the Church, such as Baptism, Marriage, Reconciliation, 
etc., please consult with the Rector. 
 

Baptisms are administered one Sunday per month within the context of the regular worship service. 
 

Marriages are scheduled year-round but are not normally scheduled during the seasons of Advent and Lent.  Pre-marital 
counseling is available from the clergy and is required for marriage at Grace. 
 

If you desire a pastoral call or would like to meet with one of the clergy, please contact the church office during office 
hours (9 am-3 pm).   

Your Vestry Members 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

The deadline for the January 
newsletter is Friday, Decem-
ber 21st.  The newsletter is 

usually published for distribu-
tion on the last Sunday of the 

month.  

Fr. Joe Rees 
Rector 

William Culbreth 

JR Fox Michael Murphy 

Jackie Lansing Richard Rieder 

Jane Rost 

Carolyn Blumberg Bill Collins Dink Nash 
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See page 9 for a listing of our December services. 

Grace Anglican Church 
4055 Oceanside Blvd., Suite P 
Oceanside, CA  92056 
 
Phone:  760-730-9900 
Email:  churchoffice@graceanglicanchurch.com 
Website: www.graceanglicanchurch.com 
Frjoe@graceanglicanchurch.com 
 
December, 2012 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Sunday Services at Grace Anglican Church 
• 8:00 a.m. Holy Communion Service with Choir 
• 9:30 a.m. Coffee and Adult Education 
• 10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
• 10:15 a.m.  Holy Communion Service with Worship Team 
• Child Care available at the 10:15 a.m. service. 
• (Second Sunday each month—One service at 9:00 a.m. followed by 

fellowship time for all. 

 


