
 
 ‘The Helper, Always There’  
 
“I will ask the Father, and He will give you another 
Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the 
Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. You 
know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in 
you.”  
John 14: 16-17. 
 
This passage, when I really took it all in, was a 
game-changer for me!  As we look to the coming of 
Pentecost (50 days after His Resurrection) and the 
coming of the Holy Spirit for the early Christian 
community and movement, should we be surprised 
that our Lord Jesus spoke of personally giving us 
the Holy Spirit before His death?  Notice that Jesus 
says He will ask the Father; that is, the Father with 
the Son gives the Spirit to each believer in Jesus and 
what He did for us.  Each baptized Christian 
receives the Holy Spirit.  Sometimes we need to be 
woken up to that fact.  I needed to be myself years 
ago.   
 
The startling fact is that we do have a constant 
companion—The Helper!  This is a great translation 
here in the ESV.  The Greek word is “paraklaeton” 
and has a meaning of “one who comes alongside of 
you in defense”.  Sometimes this is translated 
“advocate” or “counselor”, as in a defense lawyer.  
The root words in Greek though speak of “one who 
is called to walk alongside you in order to help 
you”.  He is ‘another’ (Gk-‘allos’) but is of the 
same character, quality, and equality with Christ 
and the Father.  He is Christ’s representative as He 
undertakes Christ’s office in the world.  He has the 
same powers of God therefore and inhabits each 
believer.  The question is…will the believer listen 
to Him?  Will we give Him more room in our minds 
to really live and influence our lives? 
 

What a marvelous advantage we have over anyone 
else in the world.  We have the Lord, the Spirit, the 
Helper, always there with us, guiding and leading 
us, helping us to do God’s will with our lives.  The 
world cannot receive this, the Scripture says.  This 
Helper always helps us to know the Truth…Jesus is 
the Truth…God is always giving us the Truth.  We 
have this wonderful Presence of God living within 
us.  What do we do with that knowledge?...that 
awareness?...that unique capacity for enhanced 
living?   
 
I know that this particular Truth is what Helps us 
unite in a life worth living; calling us into 
community where faithful people all filled with the 
Holy Spirit do His will and glorify Him.  So the 
mark of a healthy and thriving church community is 
the Presence and the fullness of the Holy Spirit’s 
Person living in each member and the evidencing of 
the gifts and fruit of the Holy Spirit within the 
community.  Life Together (with the teaching going 
on right now) must have witness of the Holy Spirit; 
helping us to engage in deeper Truth of God, 
helping us to fashion our lives according to His, 
helping us to overcome the world and its 
temptations, helping us to pass the power of the 
Spirit on to others who need to ‘fire up’ in the Lord.  
The Holy Spirit in me is no more or less than the 
Holy Spirit in you.  It’s basically how much we 
respond to Him that makes any difference.  The 
Holy Spirit is the same for all.  But all do not 
respond the same to Him.   
 
The passage says, “for He dwells with you and will 
be in you!”  Yes, the Holy Spirit, our Helper, lives 
in us.  Let’s let Him really live in and out of us.  
Jesus’ Voice gives the Spirit to us.  He gives with 
the Father’s love and blessing.  So, you can pray, 
“Lord God please give me the Helper.  Come Holy 
Spirit, dwell within me more and more.  Live fully 
for Your purposes Lord Spirit within me.”  It’s so 
important to our Life Together that we realize we 
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need to cooperate with the Spirit.  He walks 
alongside us but will not force us to do anything.  
But, He may be gently nudging you to cooperate 
with His plan for your life.  He has the best and 
brightest that He wants to give us, and that fact we 
often just don’t see on our own so clearly.  Practice 
the Presence of the Helper, our dear Holy Spirit, to 
talk with, walk with, know is constantly there, 
always ready to help in any situation, especially 
when you are confused or alone.  Live with the new 
reality that you have a friend, a companion, a 
Helper—who loves you!  Simply, pray: “More of 
You Holy Spirit, move me in Your ways, inhabit 
my mind and make it Yours.”    
 
He is the Spirit of the Father and the Son and brings 
to life all the Godhead within us.  Isn’t it 
wonderful?!  Isn’t it the way we need to live to 
bring the joys of heaven to our journey on earth?!  I 

don’t want to live any new day without The Helper 
having full reign within me.  How about you? 
I pray therefore that we all might come to know the 
wonders and joy of knowing the fullness of The 
Helper’s life within us.  To know Him who holds 
our lives in His hands and to trust Him for all the 
future; this is pure bliss.  I pray Lord Spirit that You 
will come with abundance and bring blessing after 
blessing upon each and every believer You have 
called to Life Together here at Grace Anglican 
Church.  May Your Presence be known and 
appreciated in each of us, and that in cooperation 
with You, You might do marvels and wonders we 
could never have even imagined.   Come Holy 
Spirit, come!   
 
Yours in the power and love of the Great Helper, 
Fr. Joe 
 
 

 
Sunday Servers this week… 

May 6, 2012 5th Sunday of Easter 8:00 a.m. Service 10:15 a.m. Service 
First Reader Acts 8:26-40 John Lipnicke Frank Comstock 
Psalm Reader Psalm 66:1-11 Paula Sholly Stephen Painter 
Second Reader 1 John 3:14-24 Myrna Lipnicke Connie Fowle 
Intercessor   Joy Rosendale Fiona Kilby 
Lay Euch. Ministers   Kay Focke, Jane Rost Mary Montgomery, KC Winward 
Acolytes   Joy Rosendale Nathan M (C); Fiona K (T1); Damon W (T2)  
Welcomers   Myrna Lipnicke Carolyn Blumberg, Judi & Bill Collins 
Ushers   Jackie Lansing, Dick Sholly Dink Nash, Ted Vallas, Ken Putnam, Jim Livingston 
Vestry Person of Day    Carolyn Blumberg 
Healing Ministers   Rudy Theobald, Jan Simon JR & Ann Fox, Chris Kilby, Sarah Fuller 
Counters     Cline Handy & Michael Murphy 

 

Sunday, May 6th is the Montgomery family’s last Sunday 
with us.  Help us to honor them and give them a great 

send-off to their new adventure.  Wear your best gold and 
purple duds (the LSU colors).  Bring your favorite Cajun 

food to share.  We’ll do brunch at 9:30 a.m. between 
services and have a cake after the 10:15 service.  If you 
would like to contribute to Barry’s Deacon fund, make 
your check to Grace Anglican Church and put “Deacon 

Barry” in the memo line. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the date! 
 

May 1 11:30a.m. – Rector’s Bible Study 
May 1 6:30 p.m. – Fellowship Potluck 
May 1 7:00 p.m. – Acts 
May 1 7:00 pm.  – Life Together 
May 2 7:30 a.m. Listening Prayer 
May 2 6:30 p.m. Youth Group 
May 2 7:00 p.m. Healing Prayer Service 
May 3 10:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 
May 3 11:30 a.m. Healing Eucharist at CHC 
May 3 2:00 p.m. Life’s Healing Choices 
May 3 6:30 p.m. Choir 
May 5 8:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
May 6 9:30 a.m. Celebrate the Montgomerys 
May 7 6:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer 
May 8 11:30 a.m. Rector’s Bible Study 
May 8 6:30 p.m. Fellowship Potluck 
May 8 7:00 p.m. Life Together 
May 8 7:00 p.m. Acts 
May 9 6:30 p.m. Soaking Prayer 

This Week at Grace –May 1 - May 9, 2012 
 

Tues. May 1 
11:30 a.m. Rector’s Bible Study at Grace 
4:30 p.m. Healing Eucharist at the Oasis 
6:30 p.m. Fellowship Potluck Supper 
7:00 p.m. “Life Together” teaching 
7:00 p.m. “Acts” teaching 
 

Wed May 2 
7:30 a.m. Listening Prayer at Grace 
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting –Grace 
1:30 p.m. “Life Together” teaching 
6:30 p.m. Youth Group 
7:00 p.m. Healing Service at Grace 
 

Thurs. May 3 
8:00 a.m. Clergy Meet 
10:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 
11:30 a.m. Healing Eucharist – Oasis 
2:00 p.m. “Life’s Healing Choices” 
6:30 p.m. Choir 
 

Fri. May 4 
 Fr. Joe’s Day Off 
 

Sat. May 5 
8:00 a.m.  Men’s Fellowship 
  

Sun. May 6 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Service with Choir 
9:30 a.m. Celebrate the Montgomery Family  
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Service/ Worship Team 
 

Mon. May 7 
6:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer group 
 
 

Weekly – There are over 25 small groups meeting  
during the week.  Check our newsletter for a list of  
all the groups or you can find the list on our website: 
www.graceanglicanchurch.com. 

Sunday at Grace 
8:00 a.m.- Holy Eucharist Service  
  with choir 
9:30 a.m.–Celebration for the 
Montgomery Family 
10:00 a.m.- Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. – Holy Eucharist 
           Service with Worship Team 

Readings for Sunday 
Acts 4:23-37 

Psalm 23 
1 John 3:1-8 

John 10:11-16 
 

We are using the English Standard 
Version of the Bible and the Lectionary 

from the Book of Common Prayer (Year B) 

Celebration of the 
Montgomery Family 
Sunday, May 6th 
between services and 
after the 2nd service. 

Tuesday evenings –  
Fellowship Potluck at 6:30 p.m. 
followed by two teaching series –  

 

“Acts” with Fr. Richard Bowman 
 

“Life Together” with Fr. Joe Rees. 
Fr. Joe’s teaching will be repeated 
at 1:30 a.m. on Wednesdays. 

New Groups Starting 
 
Wednesdays: – 2:00 p.m.  Women’s Group: 
The Gospel and Christ-Centered Prayer- Dcn. Sue 
Call church office for location. 
 
Thursday –beginning on April 26 at 2:00 p.m. – 
Life’s Healing Choices”  at Grace Anglican Church 
-  Michael Murphy. 


