
 
‘Chosen to Go!’  
“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and 
that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you 
ask the Father in My Name, He may give it to you.”  
John 15: 16 
 
Jesus teaches us to “Abide in My Love.” “If you 
keep My commandments, you will abide in My 
love…”(Jn 15: 9-10)  It’s in the ‘abiding’ that we 
gain the true meaning of our relationship with our 
Lord.  When we know He is dwelling within us, 
then things change for His better for us.  Then, we 
become ‘fruitful’ for the Kingdom of God.  It’s in 
the day-to-day spiritual reality of abiding in Him, 
and He in us, that we are set free to go and do for 
the Lord.  But first we must know we are chosen. 
 
The Lord says in the passage above, “You did not 
choose Me, but I chose you…”  He alone has the 
perfect insight to discern our capacity to respond, or 
our willingness to comply, or our resilience to bend 
toward God, return to Him, and align our wills with 
His will.  Jesus chose those disciples then, yes, but 
He is still choosing His disciples now through His 
voice that extends from person to person who truly 
know His saving grace.  His voice, the Good 
Shepherd’s voice, comes through our voices to 
others.  This is the ‘much fruit’ that He is talking 
about.  Fruitfulness for Jesus is sharing His voice to 
others who are searching for the answers of life.  
What they need is Jesus.  They’re needful of His 
love, because they’re lonely and afraid in this 
world, trying constantly to pick up and patch up 
their lives; doing self-help programs to get success.   
Yet what is really needed is to surrender their souls, 
minds and bodies to the living Lord who is willing 
to abide within them and be their helper.  He 
chooses those who He knows will have the capacity 
to listen, to learn, to receive Him and make Him 
their Master.  Those who are ready and willing to 

allow Him to direct their lives…to do nothing 
without checking with Him. 
 
Many of the original disciples were stubborn, thick-
headed, and recalcitrant…at first.  But, when they 
heard Jesus’ voice, they turned to Him who sparked 
their imaginations and brought authentic witness of 
Truth into their lives.  We often are stubborn too.  
Many of us, myself included, willfully figured we 
could ‘do it myself’, ‘pull myself up by my 
bootstraps’!!  Then we realized, ‘I fall short all the 
time’!    In a crisis or depths of despair we throw 
our hands up in the air and say, “That’s it…I’m 
done with this!”  Well, it’s that very moment when 
Jesus chooses us.  “Now you’re ready”, He says.  In 
this most humbling of moments of our lives, He 
says…”You did not choose Me, I have chosen you 
and appointed you…”!  The next thing we say is of 
course, “Me Lord, no, I’m not worthy!”  And, yes, 
we are right.  I myself am not worthy…without the 
worthiness of Jesus living within me.  He is worthy.  
He is exalted.  He is the message and I am the 
messenger.  Let’s realize that we indeed have been 
chosen and appointed, because that is what happens 
when Jesus abides within us.  He makes us worthy 
to extend His voice to those who do not know the 
power of new life ‘In Christ’.   
 
The fruit that is ripened by the Son’s Light within 
us will be most attractive to those who are starving 
for a juicy, ripe, fresh fruit of authentic Truth in 
their lives.  When everything else crashes down 
around you, then, you are starving for fresh fruit.  
The wise person searches for the fruit.  The wise 
man, woman, or child, reaches for the tasty fruit 
ready to be plucked from the tree of life.  The result 
is eternal life starting now with Jesus’ power within; 
where there is no darkness, pain, confusion, fear, 
failure or defeat.  Oh how I wish those who are 
struggling with crises in their lives would reach 
right now for the fruit that is in this community of 
love here at Grace Anglican.  Oh how I wish that in 
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some way we might have seen Junior Seau reach 
out of his pain and confusion for the fruit.  (Lord, 
have mercy on his soul.)  There are others though 
who we might know that are struggling with 
seemingly impossible problems, incapacitations, 
lost in the turbulent maze and fog of secular 
humanistic life.  If only they would believe.  This is 
my/our prayer.  Before Jesus came, the tree of 
God’s Life could not reach those in such critical 
need (admittedly we all are in critical need without 
the Lord).  But, since Jesus came, He, the Branch, 
reached out with His delectable fruit for us to easily 
see and know that to taste of His fruit is very good.  
Now, we are that tasty fruit of Jesus’ sweetness 
within.  So, Jesus again says, “Go!” 
 
Whatever we ask for in the Father’s Name, He may 
give it to you.  In light of His previous Word to 
abide in Him, we will ask for those things that are 
congruent with His will, and according to the 
Spirit’s guidance.  What we ought to ask for 
primarily is for His love and grace to save the souls 
of those folks who are struggling with suicidal 
thoughts or decisions for abortion or dropping out 
of life to hibernate in the dark recesses of 

depression.  We must intercede for these who if 
given much prayer, would be ‘chosen by the Lord’ 
and saved for eternity.  We must be willing to be the 
‘GO-ers!’ for Jesus.  Could we have the conviction 
upon us that says, ‘One more for Jesus’?!   
 
I pray Lord Jesus that the fruit that You have 
ripened within us would consistently and 
persistently abide.  I pray that we as a congregation 
of believers in You would see the many ways Your 
fruit within us is ripened and ready to be shared 
with others.  I pray that we all might ‘Go’ and 
realize the divine appointments that You have given 
us to allow others to taste of Your fruit within us.  
Please bless us in this mission to “Go and bear fruit 
for You”.  Thank you Lord Jesus for being that 
delicious taste of the heavenly fruit that we will 
enjoy with You forever.  In Your precious Name.  
Amen.   
 
Yours in Christ’s abiding love, 
Fr. Joe 
 
 

 
Sunday Servers this week… 

May 13, 2012 6th Sunday of Easter 8:00 a.m. Service 10:15 a.m. Service 
First Reader Acts 11:19-30 Dick Phelps Cline Handy  
Psalm Reader Psalm 33:1-8, 18-22 Linnie Phelps Judy Thompson 
Second Reader 1 John 4:7-21 Stephen Thould Ann Fox 
Intercessors   Bill Laitinen Joy Rosendale  
Lay Euch. Ministers   Joan Jacobs, Alfred Focke Cline Handy, Jeanne Shannon 
Acolytes   Bill Laitinen Joy Rosendale (C); David A (T1); Zach J (T2) 
Welcomers   Jane Rost JR Fox, Joan Gast, Ruth Yahn 
Ushers   Rob Ackerman, Doug Hall Dink Nash, Ted Vallas, JR Fox, April Knowles 
Vestry Person of Day     Jane Rost 
Healing Ministers   Rudy Theobald, Jane Rost Donna S, Judy T, Petey S, Michael M 
Counters     Cline Handy & Michael Murphy 

 

Soaking Prayer – Wednesday, May 9th at 6:30 p.m. at Grace 

Bake Sale to Benefit the Anglican Angels Ministry 
Sunday, May 20th between services. 

Mother’s Day Brunch – Sunday, May 13th at 9:30 a.m. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the date! 
 

May 8 11:30 a.m. Rector’s Bible Study 
May 8 6:30 p.m. Fellowship Potluck 
May 8 7:00 p.m. Life Together 
May 8 7:00 p.m. Acts 
May 9 1:30 p.m. Life Together 
May 9 6:30 p.m. Soaking Prayer 
May 12 8:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
May 12 9:30 a.m. Prayers & Squares 
May 13 9:30 a.m. Mother’s Day Brunch 
 
May 18-20 – Anglican Men’s Weekend 
 www.westernanglicans.org. 
 
May 20 Bake Sale to benefit the Women’s Ministry 
May 27 Pentecost Sunday –  
  We honor our Sunday School teachers 
May 28 Office Closed for Memorial Day 

This Week at Grace –May 8 - May 14, 2012 
 

Tues. May 8 
11:30 a.m. Rector’s Bible Study at Grace 
4:30 p.m. Healing Eucharist at the Oasis 
6:30 p.m. Fellowship Potluck Supper 
7:00 p.m. “Life Together” teaching 
7:00 p.m. “Acts” teaching 
 

Wed May 9 
7:30 a.m. Listening Prayer at Grace 
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting –Grace 
1:30 p.m. “Life Together” teaching 
6:30 p.m. Youth Group 
7:00 p.m. Soaking Prayer 
 

Thurs. May 10 
8:00 a.m. Clergy Meet 
10:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 
11:30 a.m. Healing Eucharist – Oasis 
2:00 p.m. “Life’s Healing Choices” 
6:30 p.m. Choir 
 

Fri. May 11 
 Fr. Joe’s Day Off 
 

Sat. May 12 
8:00 a.m.  Men’s Fellowship 
  

Sun. May 13 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Service with Choir 
9:30 a.m. Mother’s Day Brunch 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Service/ Worship Team 
 

Mon. May 14 
6:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer group 
 
 

Weekly – There are over 25 small groups meeting  
during the week.  Check our newsletter for a list of  
all the groups or you can find the list on our website: 
www.graceanglicanchurch.com. 

Sunday at Grace 
8:00 a.m.- Holy Eucharist Service  
  with choir 
9:30 a.m.–Mother’s Day Brunch 
10:00 a.m.- Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. – Holy Eucharist 
           Service with Worship Team 

Readings for Sunday 
Acts 11:19-30 
Psalm 33:1-12 
1 John 4:7-21 
John 15:9-17 

 

We are using the English Standard 
Version of the Bible and the Lectionary 

from the Book of Common Prayer (Year B) 

Mother’s Day 
Brunch 

Sunday, May 13th 
9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday evenings –  
Fellowship Potluck at 6:30 p.m. 
followed by two teaching series –  

 

“Acts” with Fr. Richard Bowman 
 

“Life Together” with Fr. Joe Rees. 
Fr. Joe’s teaching will be repeated 
at 1:30 a.m. on Wednesdays. 

New Groups Starting 
 
Wednesdays: – 2:00 p.m.  Women’s Group: 
The Gospel and Christ-Centered Prayer- Dcn. Sue 
Call church office for location. 
 
Thursday –beginning on April 26 at 2:00 p.m. – 
Life’s Healing Choices”  at Grace Anglican Church 
-  Michael Murphy. 


