
 
 ‘His Spirit In You’  
 
“…And Jesus breathed on them and said to His 
disciples, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”  
John 20: 22-23 
 
This Sunday is Pentecost, the 50th day after Easter, 
and the birthing of the Christian Church propelled 
by the Holy Spirit.  It’s as exciting a Holy Day as 
Christmas!!  We don’t give gifts to one another 
usually on this holiday, nor do we spend a lot of 
money in festivities like Valentines Day (the 2nd 
most profitable commercial marketing event next to 
Christmas).  And yet, this Holy Day (a major feast 
day of the Church) is the one that God gives us 
gifts!  He gives us the gift of the Holy Spirit who 
lives within us and un-wraps new gifts every day.  
Jesus said, “And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 
even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows 
Him. You know Him, for He dwells with you and 
will be in you!”(Jn 14:16-17).   
 
As Christians, we have the Holy Spirit living in us.  
Believing in Jesus, and allowing Him to have 
control in your life, His Spirit dwells within you.  
What do you know about His Spirit?  Jesus said that 
when the Spirit comes “He will teach you things 
and bring to your remembrance all that I have said 
to you.”  He will teach us all things.  Are we 
teachable?  He will bring to your memory His life.  
Do we want to have His life in ours?  If His Life is 
in the active thought processes of our minds; then 
He truly lives and gives His life into ours, and 
makes them significant for His glory.  He builds His 
Church this way.  It’s the birthday of the Church 
because with every new believer who has the Spirit 
residing in him/her, the Church on earth is the 

witness of the Truth of His real presence, as He 
wants it to be.  He wants His Church to grow with 
every person on the face of the earth. 
 
Jesus breathed on His disciples and said “receive 
the Holy Spirit”.  One must actively receive the 
Holy Spirit.  You must ‘breathe’ Him in.  Breathe in 
the breath of Jesus.  Pray this prayer…’Lord Jesus, 
please breathe Your Spirit into my heart, mind, and 
soul, that I may be one with You and that You 
would live through me.’  Live into that prayer.  
When we come to church on Sunday (and I do hope 
you will come like you come at Christmas!), please 
be ready to receive a new anointing of the Holy 
Spirit.  I know you will because you have prayed 
that prayer daily several times and are living into 
the real nature of His very Life present within you.  
The quest of the rest of our lives is to grow into 
more of His Person within us.  Each Pentecost I 
look forward to receiving more of His anointing and 
reality of His Life within me.  It’s exciting to know 
this is really happening to us as we receive more of 
His active life within our lives.  I would want it said 
of us, “When we see those Grace Anglicans it’s as 
if we’re seeing Jesus!”  
 
How wonderful that we receive more gifting on 
Pentecost!  Let me name some of those wonderful 
gifts that produce such splendid fruit:  “love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control”(Galatians 5:23).  Surely 
our lives are blessed by the Holy Spirit producing 
this fruit within us.  He also clears out the weeds of 
our lives that thwart the growth of His gifts within 
us.  The Spirit compels us to make decisions to 
leave behind the deeds of the flesh, enumerated in 
Gal. 5:19-21:  “immorality, impurity, sensuality, 
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts 
of anger, disputes, dissentions, factions, envying, 
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these.”  The 
Spirit clearly says through St. Paul, “those who 
practice such things will not inherit the Kingdom of 
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God.”  The Holy Spirit living within you will enable 
you to forgive those awful things of someone else 
too!  The gifts that the Spirit continues to give us 
are made more powerful and endure many trials.  
The gifts continue to be un-wrapped because once a 
believer knows the Spirit lives within, then they are 
able to open the other gifts that are often shown in 
Romans 12 or 1 Cor 12 or Eph 4.  Study those 
chapters and see what the Lord is gifting you to 
become or to do or to share with others.  The gifts 
are free but directed by the Spirit and in His timing 
and for His purposes. 
 
The gifts of the Spirit are always meant for the good 
of the Church, to edify and to build up and 
strengthen the Body of Christ.  They aren’t meant 
for our pride or grandstanding!  As Ephesians 4:12 
says, they are “…for the equipping of the saints for 
the work of service, to the building up of the Body 
of Christ…” So shall we then use those gifts for the 
works of service the Lord wants for the building up 
of His Church.  We need to learn what those gifts 
are for each person.  I recommend you go online 
and take this detailed inventory at:  
www.churchgrowth.org/cgi-cg/gifts.cgi   Spend 
some time with it to help clarify your gift suite.  

There are 108 questions and read them carefully.  If 
you have a gift…employ it!   
 
Remember, the Holy Spirit dwells within you.  Ask 
Him anything.  Ask for more gifts.  Ask Him to use 
you for the glory of Jesus Christ.  Ask Him to help 
you forgive someone.  Ask Him to heal someone.  
Ask, Ask, Ask…and you shall receive more 
impartation of His Life within you for the good of 
all of us!  The gifts just keep coming and when we 
all employ them in Life Together as a community of 
believers alive in the Spirit, then we really build the 
Church, add souls to the Kingdom, and fulfill the 
mind of Christ for His people on earth.  Go and be 
fruitful with His many gifts that are just waiting to 
be un-wrapped!  And therefore, I’m excited about 
Sunday…Happy Pentecost everyone!!!  Let’s see 
what new gifts the Spirit pours out upon us in 
worship this Sunday.  Come! 
 
Clothed with the power of the Spirit,  
I’m praying for you, 
Love in Christ, 
Fr. Joe  
 

 
Sunday Servers this week… 

May 27, 2012 Pentecost 8:00 a.m. Service 10:15 a.m. Service 
First Reader Acts 1:15-26 David Green Pat Richardson 
Psalm Reader Psalm 68:1-20 Katy Laundrie Pat Seelig 
Second Reader 1 John 5:9-15 Maureen Green John Gerhart 
Intercessor   Joy Rosendale Chris Kilby 
Lay Euch. Ministers   John & Myrna Lipnicke Joy Rosendale, KC Winward 
Acolytes   Joy Rosendale Chris Kilby (C); Kalani C (T1); Caitlin B (T2) 
Welcomers   Maureen Green Jeanne Shannon, John Gerhart, Katy Laundrie 
Ushers   Jackie Lansing, Dick Sholly JR Fox, Ted Vallas, Jim Wherry, April Knowles 
Vestry Person of Day     Dink Nash 
Healing Ministers   Thor Strom, Jan Simon Sarah F, Donna S, Connie F, Michael M  
Counters     Cline Handy & Michael Murphy 

 

Sunday is Pentecost 
Don’t forget to wear red! 

The church office will be closed on Monday, May 28th for Memorial Day 

Fr. Joe and Lucy Rees are leaving for their vacation on Monday,  
May 28th.  We wish them a blessed and carefree time with their family in 

Germany.  Fr. Joe will be back in church on June 24th. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the date! 
 

May 27 Pentecost Sunday –  
  We honor our Sunday School teachers 
May 28 Office Closed for Memorial Day 
May 30 Stand Up For Kids  
June 6 Healing Prayer Service at Grace – 7:00 p.m.
June 9 Prayers and Squares meet at Grace 
June 10 Celebrate Father’s Day  
 at the Second Sunday Fellowship 
June 13 Soaking Prayer at Grace – 6:30 p.m. 
June 23 Neighborhood prayer walk & teaching 
June 24 Small Group Leaders Meet – Noon-2 
June 24  Outreach teaching – 4:00 p.m. 
June 26 Lector, LEM, Usher  
 and Prayer Minister Training 
June 30 – Walk the neighborhoods – Outreach event 
 
Fr. Joe will be on vacation & out of the 
country from May 28th until June 22nd. 

This Week at Grace –May 22 – May 28, 2012 
 

Tues. May 22 
11:30 a.m. Rector’s Bible Study at Grace 
4:30 p.m. Healing Eucharist at the Oasis 
6:30 p.m. Fellowship Potluck Supper 
7:00 p.m. “Life Together” teaching 
7:00 p.m. “Acts” teaching 
 

Wed May 23 
7:30 a.m. Listening Prayer at Grace 
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting –Grace 
Noon Staff Lunch 
1:30 p.m. “Life Together” teaching 
6:30 p.m. Youth Group 
 

Thurs. May 24 
8:00 a.m. Clergy Meet 
10:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 
11:30 a.m. Healing Eucharist – Oasis 
2:00 p.m. “Life’s Healing Choices” - Grace 
6:30 p.m. Choir 
 

Fri. May 25 
 Fr. Joe’s Day Off 
 

Sat. May 26 
8:00 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study 
  

Sun. May 27 - Pentecost 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Service with Choir 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Service/ Worship Team 
 Commission the Anglican Angels 
 

Mon. May 28 
Memorial Day – Church Office Closed 
 
 

Weekly – There are over 25 small groups meeting  
during the week.  Check our newsletter for a list of  
all the groups or you can find the list on our website: 
www.graceanglicanchurch.com. 

Sunday at Grace 
8:00 a.m.- Holy Eucharist Service  
  with choir 
9:30 a.m.–Mother’s Day Brunch 
10:00 a.m.- Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. – Holy Eucharist 
           Service with Worship Team 

Readings for Sunday 
Acts 2:1-11 

Psalm 104:25-35 
1 Corinthians 12:4-13 

John 20:19-23 
 

We are using the English Standard 
Version of the Bible and the Lectionary 

from the Book of Common Prayer (Year B) 

Wear Red 
on 

Pentecost 
Tuesday evenings –  
Fellowship Potluck at 6:30 p.m. 
followed by two teaching series –  

 
“Acts” with Fr. Richard Bowman continues 
through June 19th 
 

“Life Together” with Fr. Joe Rees. 
The May 22nd  teaching is the last one.  It will 
be repeated on Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. 

New Groups  
Wednesdays: – 2:00 p.m.  Women’s Group: 
The Gospel and Christ-Centered Prayer- Dcn. Sue 
Call church office for location. 
 
Thursday –beginning on April 26 at 2:00 p.m. – 
Life’s Healing Choices”  at Grace Anglican Church 
-  Michael Murphy. 


