
 
‘God a Family of One’  
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.” Matthew 28:18-20 (ESV) 

This Sunday is Holy Trinity Sunday, which is 
always celebrated one week after Pentecost. Other 
than the verses quoted above, there is no explicit 
reference to the Holy Trinity in Scripture. The 
triune nature of God is considered a revealed truth. 
Revealing truth to us is part of the Holy Spirit’s job 
description as partially described in John 16:13-15. 
Those verses are also an indicator of God as Trinity 
because Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Spirit of 
Truth) are all mentioned in connection there.  But 
more than this verse is available to us to illustrate 
the three facets of the Godhead. If we study the 
Gospel of John in its entirety, we can see the 
revealed triune nature of God, and if we look 
carefully at the Old Testament with the idea of 
Trinity in mind we can find it there.  

In the Early Church there was much debate over 
the nature of God and who Jesus Christ was and is. 
Many unorthodox views arose, most notably 
Arianism, which diminished the nature of Jesus 
Christ. In a gross simplification, Arius believed that 
Jesus was a perfect human being but not God, an 
idea that conflicts with John 1:1-2. After many 
decades of debate the current view of the Holy 
Trinity was established at the Council of Nicaea in 
325 AD and we still recite the Creed of Nicaea 
every Sunday. Athanasius, a major opponent to 
Arius, prevailed in his arguments and went further 
in explanation of the Trinity. In its historical 
documents section, The Book of Common Prayer 
contains the creed attributed to Athanasius. While 

the whole thing is much longer, following is a 
relevant excerpt for us: 

And the Catholic Faith is this: That we 
worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in 
Unity, neither confounding the Persons, nor 
dividing the Substance. For there is one 
Person of the Father, another of the Son, and 
another of the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead 
of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, is all one, the Glory equal, the Majesty 
co-eternal. Such as the Father is, such is the 
Son, and such is the Holy Ghost. The Father 
uncreate, the Son uncreate, and the Holy 
Ghost uncreate. The Father incomprehensible, 
the Son incomprehensible, and the Holy Ghost 
incomprehensible. The Father eternal, the Son 
eternal, and the Holy Ghost eternal. And yet 
they are not three eternals, but one eternal. As 
also there are not three incomprehensibles, nor 
three uncreated, but one uncreated, and one 
incomprehensible. 

Unity is God’s nature and His nature is 
expressed in these three principle ways: Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. But God’s nature is also 
expressed in us, His Body. Saint Paul affirms in 
Acts 17:28 that in God we live and move and have 
our being, and that we are all God’s offspring. This 
being true, each of us, then, is an expression of 
God’s own nature. When we do the things that we 
are gifted to do and do them with excellence, we are 
expressing a facet of God’s nature. When we are 
one with God, He gives us godly desires and other 
gifts that are intended to help build one another up. 
We are a family when we behave as loving brothers 
and sisters even when our biology declares that we 
are not of the same family, our voice declares that 
we are not from the same place, or our look declares 
that we are not from the same era.  

Christians are called to live together in unity. In 
fact, Jesus implores us to be in unity with one 
another as He is with the Father. (See His 
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passionate prayer in John 17.) By this God is 
glorified and we Christians are a testament to the 
world. When we look at the Holy Trinity we should 
see God as One Family in Unity with many facets. 
When we are caught up into the Trinity and accept 
our calling to be one with each other and with God, 
we truly live the spiritual life that C.S. Lewis called 
Zoe. This excerpt from Saint Paul’s letter to the 
Romans gives us a good guide for our living 
together: 

Do not to think of yourself more highly 
than you ought to think, but think with sober 
judgment. We, though many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually members one of 
another. Having gifts that differ according to 
the grace given to us, let us use them: if 
service, in our serving; the one who teaches, 
in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his 
exhortation; the one who contributes, in 
generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the 

one who does acts of mercy, with 
cheerfulness. Let love be genuine. Abhor 
what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love 
one another with brotherly affection. Outdo 
one another in showing honor. Do not be 
slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute 
to the needs of the saints and seek to show 
hospitality. 

Let us love one another as Christ wants us to 
love one another, because He laid down His life for 
us and wants us to join Him where He is when our 
earthly journey is complete. 
Love and blessings in Christ, 
Fr. Tim 
  
 

 
Sunday Servers this week… 
June 3, 2012 Trinity Sunday 8:00 a.m. Service 10:15 a.m. Service 
First Reader Exodus 3:1-6 Paula Sholly Stephen Painter 
Psalm Reader Psalm 93 Myrna Lipnicke Frances Slaughter 
Second Reader Romans 8:12-17 John Lipnicke Frank Comstock 
Intercessor   Mitch Dubski Fiona Kilby 
Lay Euch. Ministers   Doug Hall, Jane Rost Frances Slaughter, KC Winward 
Acolytes   Mitch Dubski Fiona K. (C), Damon W. (T1), Kalani C. (T2) 
Welcomers   Myrna Lipnicke Carolyn Blumberg, Judi & Bill Collins 
Ushers   Jackie Lansing, Dick Sholly Dink Nash, Ted Vallas, Ken Putnam, April Knowles 
Vestry Person of Day    Bill Collins 
Healing Ministers   Jan Simon, Thor Strom Connie F, Michael M, Donna S, Petey S 
Counters     Cline Handy & Michael Murphy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Do you have a favorite hymn or praise song?

 
Email the church office with your selection(s) and we 

will try to incorporate as many of them as possible into 
the Sunday worship during the summer.   



 

Save the date! 
June 6 Healing Prayer Service at Grace – 7:00 p.m.
June 9 Prayers and Squares meet at Grace 
June 10 Celebrate Father’s Day  
 at the Second Sunday Fellowship 
June 13 Soaking Prayer at Grace – 6:30 p.m. 
June 23 Neighborhood prayer walk & teaching 
June 24 Small Group Leaders Meet – Noon-2 
June 24  Outreach teaching – 4:00 p.m. 
June 26 Lector, LEM, Usher  
 and Prayer Minister Training 
June 30 – Walk the neighborhoods – Outreach event 
 
Fr. Joe will be on vacation & out of the 
country from May 28th until June 22nd. 

This Week at Grace –May 30 – June 5, 2012 
 
 

Wed May 30 
7:30 a.m. Listening Prayer at Grace 
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
9:30 a.m. No Staff Meeting –Grace 
6:30 p.m. Youth Group 
 

Thurs. May 31 
10:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 
11:30 a.m. Healing Eucharist – Oasis 
2:00 p.m. “Life’s Healing Choices” - Grace 
6:30 p.m. Choir 
 

Fri. June 1 
  
 

Sat. June 2 
8:00 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study 
  

Sun. June 3 – Trinity Sunday 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Service with Choir 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Service/ Worship Team 
 Commission the Anglican Angels 
 

Mon. June 4 
6:30 a.m. Bible Study 
 
Tues. June 5 
11:30 a.m. Rector’s Bible Study at Grace 
4:30 p.m. Healing Eucharist at the Oasis 
6:30 p.m. Fellowship Potluck Supper 
7:00 p.m. “Acts” teaching 
 
 

Weekly – There are over 25 small groups meeting  
during the week.  Check our newsletter for a list of  
all the groups or you can find the list on our website: 
www.graceanglicanchurch.com. 

Sunday at Grace 
8:00 a.m.- Holy Eucharist Service  
  with choir 
9:30 a.m.–Mother’s Day Brunch 
10:00 a.m.- Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. – Holy Eucharist 
           Service with Worship Team 

Readings for Sunday 
Exodus 3:1-6 

Psalm 93 
Romans 8:12-17 

John 3:1-16 
 

We are using the English Standard 
Version of the Bible and the Lectionary 

from the Book of Common Prayer (Year B) 

Sunday is 
Trinity 
Sunday 

Tuesday evenings –  
Fellowship Potluck at 6:30 p.m.  

 
“Acts” with Fr. Richard Bowman continues 
through June 19th 

New Groups  
Wednesdays: – 2:00 p.m.  Women’s Group: 
The Gospel and Christ-Centered Prayer- Dcn. Sue 
Call church office for location. 
 
Thursday –beginning on April 26 at 2:00 p.m. – 
Life’s Healing Choices”  at Grace Anglican Church 
-  Michael Murphy. 


