
 
‘Pride and Power Only with God’  
“So whether we are home or away we make it our 
aim to please [God].” (2 Corinthians 5:9) 

Last Sunday’s sermon presented the struggle 
between three kingdoms, The Kingdom of God, the 
Kingdom of the World, and the Kingdom of Satan. 
Most folks live in the Kingdom of the World; many 
folks have one foot in one of the other kingdoms 
too. God wants everyone to live in His Kingdom, 
and eventually, everyone left will be in His 
Kingdom, as it says in Revelation 11:15: “The 
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of 
our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign 
forever and ever.” God’s original aim will be 
achieved in the end.  

Looking at biblical history, it should not be 
surprising that we must work with God to assist him 
in realizing his aim, which is for all of us to be in 
His Kingdom. Christians are called The Body of 
Christ in Scripture and the view is that all parts 
work together for the common good. The word 
common is the foundation for the word community. 
We must be in community with one another in God 
with Christ as the head. We must never think of 
ourselves as being the head in place of God. This is 
the major sin. In the book of Ezekiel, from which 
the first reading next Sunday is taken, the prophet 
speaks for Yahweh and warns at least four 
kingdoms about being exceedingly prideful, Tyre, 
Ammon, Assyria, and Egypt. Sunday’s Ezekiel 
passage, Ezekiel 31:1-14, is full of symbolic 
language that is hard to understand without some 
background. But the point will be clear: don’t try to 
take God’s throne!  

Ezekiel, speaking from Judah, is warning the 
Pharaoh in Egypt to not be so proud of his 
accomplishments. In essence, Ezekiel tells Pharaoh, 
“Look what happened to Assyria.” Assyria was 
destroyed by Babylon because God was angry with 

the Assyrian king, Sennacherib, pronounced sen-
AK-rib. He was noted for having his exploits 
memorialized in stone. Thus, we know quite a bit 
about him, even though we’re looking back 2,600 
years or so. One thing he memorialized was his 
view of himself as King of the Cosmos. The tree in 
the passage from Ezekiel stands for the Sacred Tree 
in one of Sennacherib’s stone monuments to 
himself. The Sacred Tree was an Assyrian symbol 
representing the tree of life from which all life on 
earth is provided. In the monument, Sennacherib is 
depicted as the gardener or caretaker of the Sacred 
Tree. Basically, he was saying that the cosmos are 
controlled by him. By doing this he crossed a line 
that should never be crossed. His abundant power 
simply made him too proud. While he was not a the 
most terrible king as kings go, his pride with his 
wickedness was too much for God to overlook and 
God punished him by destroying him and his 
kingdom under a more ruthless king, the king of 
Babylon. Sennacherib’s heart was too proud and 
high in the clouds.  

Ezekiel’s warnings cause me to reflect and be 
concerned for our country. A very vocal minority is 
trying to push God and anything associated with 
Him out of the public dialogue. As a country 
founded by Christian communities, with 
government established on godly principles, going 
away from God and thinking we can do anything on 
our own is fraught with disaster. History attests to 
this. As a people, we need to demonstrate godly 
love in the public square and proclaim Jesus Christ 
in words and actions. Simple things like saying 
Grace before meals in a public restaurant are 
helpful. People notice. We should thank God as 
much as we can for what we have so that He might 
continue to bless us.  

From our individual perspectives, it is important 
to realize—and act as though we truly believe—that 
God is really in charge of everything. God does not 
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often sovereignly insert Himself in the plans and 
processes of individuals. But when they go too far 
into “I” and away from “We”, God’s discipline is 
not far behind. We must remember to give thanks to 
God in all situations, and rejoice with Him when 
things are going well. Give God glory always. Saint 
Paul always encouraged his readers to be of good 
cheer and give thanks to God no matter what was 
happening in their lives, even persecution. Perhaps 
this is hard for us to do but it’s the right thing to do. 
God expect us to work with Him in whatever we do.  

While it is not possible to give God too much 
credit for the providence in our lives, we can 
sometimes deny our participation with God in 
ministry, e.g., “God did that healing, not me.” The 
fact is that the Living Water put out the fire but you 
pointed the hose. God’s design is for us to partner 
with Him. All ministries are God’s ministries and 
our authority to minister comes from God. But we 
do the ministering. Jesus, in Matthew 10:1 gave the 
apostles authority: “And he called to him his twelve 
disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease 
and every affliction.” Their Power Source was 
Jesus’ Name. It still is the Name on the Kingdom 
Power credit card we use because we are all called 
to minister as Matthew 28:16-20 makes clear. In 
Luke 10:16 Jesus made the authority issue clear. He 
said, “The one who hears you hears me, and the one 
who rejects you rejects me, and the one who rejects 

me rejects him who sent me.” The seventy-two 
responded upon their return that even the demons 
were subject to them in Jesus’ name. So, if we go 
out and lay hands on an ill person and they are 
healed, we healed them using God’s power that He 
entrusted to us. It becomes a cooperative, 
community activity just as God planned it. We exalt 
God by doing successful ministries in His Name, 
and we assert our position in God’s Kingdom when 
we acknowledge that we are responsible for 
directing and administering God power.  

When Fr. Joe returns he is going to begin a 
season leading folks out into the community to pray 
and minister. It will be a community of love 
reaching out in love to the larger community the 
show forth God’s love. It is not easy to do this, 
mostly because it is not a cultural norm. I pray that 
God gives us the gift of seeing people as He sees 
them, the gift of loving people as He loves them, 
and the gift of boldness to speak the Gospel to 
them. And remember… 

Let us love one another as Christ wants us to 
love one another, because He laid down His life for 
us and wants us to join Him where He is when our 
earthly journey is complete. 
Love and blessings in Christ, 
Fr. Tim 
 

 
Sunday Servers this week… 
June 17, 2012 Proper 6 8:00 a.m. Service 10:15 a.m. Service 
First Reader Ezekiel 31:1-14 Alfred Focke Trish Snider 
Psalm Reader Psalm 92 Kay Focke Pat Richardson 
Second Reader 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 Robbin Gates Katy Laudrie 
Intercessor   Mitch Dubski Chris Kilby 
Lay Euch. Ministers   Myrna & John Lipnicke Cline Handy, Petey Seibold 
Acolytes   Mitch Dubski Chris K. (C), Damon W. (T1), DasiahMarie V. (T2) 
Welcomers   Katy Laundrie Margaret Olsen, Jeanne Shannon, Katy Laundrie 
Ushers   David Green, Jackie Lansing Dink Nash, Ted Vallas, Ken Putnam, April Knowles 
Vestry Person of Day    Dink Nash 
Healing Ministers   Jan Simon, Thor Strom Sarah F, Chris K, Michael M, Donna S 
Counters     Cline Handy &  Michael Murphy 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Room - We are in the process of setting up a prayer room which will be open for set hours during 
the week, Monday through Friday.  Our prayer room will be served by Grace prayer ministers and open to 
all who seek the Lord in prayer for support, answers, healing, anything!  Prayer ministers will listen, love 
and pray.  We are developing a schedule currently. 
 

We need comfortable furniture to make the prayer room a spiritual retreat.  If you have a small couch or 
chairs or tables/lamps in good condition that you want to donate, please call the church office. 



 

Save the date! 
June 13 Soaking Prayer at Grace – 6:30 p.m. 
June 20 Vestry meeting 
June 23 Neighborhood prayer walk & teaching 
June 24 Small Group Leaders Meet – Noon-2 
June 24  Outreach teaching – 4:00 p.m. 
June 26 Lector, LEM, Usher  
 and Prayer Minister Training 
June 30 – Walk the neighborhoods – Outreach event 
 
Fr. Joe will be on vacation & out of the 
country from May 28th until June 22nd. 

This Week at Grace –June 12- June 119,  2012 
 

Tues. June12 
11:30 a.m. Rector’s Bible Study at Grace 
4:30 p.m. Healing Eucharist at the Oasis 
6:30 p.m. Fellowship Potluck Supper 
7:00 p.m. “Acts” teaching 
 
Wed June 13 
7:30 a.m. Listening Prayer at Grace 
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
9:30 a.m. No Staff Meeting 
6:30 p.m. Youth Group 
7:00 p.m. Soaking Prayer Service at Grace 
 

Thurs. June 14 
10:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 
11:30 a.m. Healing Eucharist – Oasis 
2:00 p.m. “Life’s Healing Choices” - Grace 
 

Fri. June 15 
  
 

Sat. June 16 
8:00 a.m.  Men’s Fellowship 
  

Sun. June 17 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Service  
9:30 a.m. –Fellowship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Service/ Worship Team 
 

Mon. June 18 
6:30 a.m. Bible Study 
 
Tues. June 19 
11:30 a.m. Rector’s Bible Study at Grace 
4:30 p.m. Healing Eucharist at the Oasis 
6:30 p.m. Fellowship Potluck Supper 
7:00 p.m. “Acts” teaching 
 
 

Weekly – There are over 25 small groups meeting  
during the week.  Check our newsletter for a list of  
all the groups or you can find the list on our website: 
www.graceanglicanchurch.com. 

Sunday at Grace 
8:00 a.m.- Holy Eucharist Service 
9:30 a.m.–Father’s Day Brunch 
10:00 a.m.- No Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. – Holy Eucharist 
           Service with Worship Team 

Readings for Sunday 
Ezekiel 31:1-14 

Psalm 92 
2 Corinthians 5:1-10 

Mark 4:26-34 
 

We are using the English Standard 
Version of the Bible and the Lectionary 

from the Book of Common Prayer (Year B) 

Soaking Prayer 
is this 

Wednesday at 
6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday evenings –  
Fellowship Potluck at 6:30 p.m.  

 
“Acts” with Fr. Richard Bowman continues 
through June 19th 

New Groups  
Wednesdays: – 2:00 p.m.  Women’s Group: 
The Gospel and Christ-Centered Prayer- Dcn. Sue 
Call church office for location. 
 
Thursday –beginning on April 26 at 2:00 p.m. – 
Life’s Healing Choices”  at Grace Anglican Church 
-  Michael Murphy. 


