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The Rummage Sale was a great success! 

Thanks to everyone who donated things 

to sell and who bought the stuff. 

Thank you to everyone who worked on 

getting the sale ready, helped during the 

sale and cleaning up afterwards.   

Thank you to Dink Nash for his leader-

ship and his hotdogs! 
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We are meant for commu-
nity.  We are all members 
of Christ Jesus who calls 
us unto Himself.  In Scrip-
ture we see Jesus teach-
ing in the temple about the 
Kingdom of Heaven and 
the people came to Him, 
to listen.  For example, 
“And all the people would 
get up early in the morning 

to come to Him in the temple to listen to 
Him.” (Luke 21:38)  That practice has continued 
to this day.  People came out of their homes to 
meet together and worship God and break 
bread together remembering it was Jesus their 
Savior who was the feast.  “They were continu-
ally devoting themselves to the apostles’ teach-
ing and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and to prayer.” (Acts 2:42)  The life of Christ 
was found in community and they all shared in 
His wonderful life.   
 
Today, we are tempted in this world of technolo-
gy to be in community through the internet and 
make that all we need.  We really can’t have the 
Church replaced by a ‘virtual reality’.  Christ is 
our Reality and He calls us out of ourselves and 
into community.  The virtual church will not hug 
you when you find out you have cancer or some 
other disease.  We need each other in those 
moments.  We come to church realizing we 
aren’t solo acts in this world.  If we are loners 
we miss the reality of someone’s care and com-
passion.  We miss the opportunity for someone 
to listen to us with understanding and love.  I 
said to someone the other day when we were 
talking about the nature of hell, “I think hell must 
be abject loneliness, of searching throughout 
the spiritual universe for someone to notice or 
converse with or tell life’s story to…and there is 
constantly no one at all.  I think there would be 
the knowledge of needing someone but never 
finding anyone.  I think that this hell would have 
its own kind of searing pain, a fire that will never 

go out in the pangs of desire to have someone 
to share this lonely journey into eternity.”  Well, 
God forbid that we ever have to experience that!  
But, will FaceBook really take the place of true 
intimate sharing of deep spiritual or experiential 
need?  Hardly.  Oh, it has proven helpful, but 
FaceBook without real contact is a façade.   
 
Real community starts when we wake up early 
in the morning and through prayer and listening 
to the Lord’s Spirit guiding us, we make our way 
to gather at the table of the Lord to worship 
Him.  He brings His grace into our lives, forgives 
our sins, enables us with new life to have hope 
and blessing, and re-charges us with His Spirit 
to be His emissaries in a lonely world.  Real 
community means sharing one’s life…to the ex-
tent that you are able to tell your story of jour-
ney.  Each of us can share with someone where 
we were born, or went to school, or got married, 
or moved with jobs, but, we can go deeper 
when we share when Jesus Christ really 
touched my heart, perhaps at a Cursillo, or in 
the still moments after Holy Communion.  We 
can share the prayer of our hearts.  We ask 
someone to pray with us to God who listens and 
sees both or many coming together in the faith-
ful petition in love to their Heavenly Father.  
What joy that must bring the Father’s heart to 
see His people gather and pray for one another.  
So maybe it’s a gathering around a prayer quilt, 
or sharing a need to the healing team, or the 
sweetness of a friend standing next to you 
when a certain song of God’s love hits you and 
tears stream down your face, and the Christ 
friend puts her arm around you and hugs you in 
your need.  Yes, it’s at that very moment that 
Jesus is incarnated amongst us.  We become 
Him who said, “Love one another, as I have 
loved you.”  His great command stands to urge 
us to communicate in community that Love that 
He streams into our midst.  That Love enables 
us to understand more perfectly the intimate 
connection we have in Christ, with one another, 

(Continued on page 3) 

“Community of Life”   
By Fr. Joe Rees 
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Soaking Prayer 
 

October 9, 2013 

Wear your comfortable clothes, bring your pillow, a blanket, and 

get ready to soak in the awesome presence of the Lord.  Bring a 

Friend!  Bring several friends!  You will all be blessed! 

as members in and to Christ.  When one mem-
ber is hurting, all hurt.  When a member is re-
joicing, all rejoice.  That’s true membership in 
the Kingdom of God.   
 
If you’re thinking that church-going is really not 
all that necessary, or that to be ‘regular’ in at-
tendance I really only need to go once a month, 
or maybe only on the holidays, then think again.  
You’re missing the real and eternal family-life 
God intended you to have.  The family of the 
church is crucial to our journey with Jesus.  It is 
in fact the locus of His Presence. 
 
As we have our ‘My Hope, America’ outreach to 
people who may not think it’s necessary to go to 
a church, remember to say to them that this is 
where you personally get to interact with Jesus, 
the members of His Body.  The Word and the 
Sacrament are vital to our sustenance upon our 
journey.  Sharing the life of Christ in community 
is crucial to readiness for Christ’s coming again, 
or our leap into heaven.  I often imagine Jesus 
standing at the gate of heaven saying, “I went to 
great pains to establish a means for you to grow 

in My Life, the Church, on earth, and, I wanted 
you to experience it.  Please tell Me now, why 
was it so important for you not to enter into My 
community of love? What was it that was so im-
portant that you couldn’t take the time to enter 
into the community of My love to worship Me?”  
I really wouldn’t want to have that talk with the 
God of eternity…would you?! 
 
It’s time we reached out to bring others into the 
church and not worry about offending anyone!  
His Life demands it.   
 
With Hope For Christ’s Body The Church, 
 
Love in Christ, 
 
 
 
Fr. Joe 
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This was the title of a book 
written at least 30 years ago (I 
don’t remember the author’s 
name) based on I John.  The 
main point was that there is 
no such thing as a “Lone 
Ranger Christian”.  Over and 

over throughout that little epistle, the Apostle 
John shows how the fellowship of believers is 
really the Body of Christ and that it takes the 
Body to be in unity with the Lord and each other 
before it can be a witness in the world.  Just 
“getting along with each other” doesn’t cut it.  
You can get along with the clerks where you 
shop, or with those who work alongside you.  But 
there’s no depth there.  No growth.  No opening 
up.   
 
You have, I’m sure, heard about the pastor who 
realized that one of his flock had not been in 
church for a while.  On a cold and rainy night the 
pastor went to see the man, who lived alone.  
They sat and talked by the fire for a while.  Then 
at one point the pastor walked over to the fire-
place, pulled back the grate, picked up the tongs 
and removed one of the coals from the blaze, 
setting it apart.  After a while, as the coal cooled, 
he picked it up again and returned it to its former 
spot.  The coal soon began to blaze again.  After 
that, without saying a word, the pastor put on his 
coat, shook hands with his parishioner and left 
the house.  The man was in church the following 
Sunday and every Sunday thereafter.  He got 
the message:  by oneself one cannot burn and 
create heat for others – he will just finally go out. 
 
“Members” of the Body of Christ are living and 
organic, integral parts of a supernatural, living 
Organism.  We are not members as if of some 
club where people pay their dues in order to re-
main in good standing.  We are a working part of 
a living body.  As Paul teaches us (I Cor. 12), 
every member is vital.  All must work together.   

We cannot work together for the Lord Jesus un-
less we are fed.  We are not fed if we don’t come 
to our Father’s Table.  There we hear the Word 
read and preached.  There we pray for one an-
other and hear the prayers and thanksgivings of 
our brothers and sisters.  There we receive the 
Blessed Sacrament of Holy Communion.  There 
we have the opportunities for getting to know 
each other better, learning who we are and what 
our needs are so we can prayfor one another.  
There we find Life.  
 
When committed Christians think of coming to 
church as an option, they are like the coal set 
apart from the main fire:  sometimes they go 
back up to the fire to be warmed, then they go 
back to a more comfortable place by them-
selves.  After a time, they might begin to wonder 
where their zeal for the Lord has gone.  They 
won’t have far to look!!  They will need to look to 
the blazing fire in the fellowship of believers – 
Jesus Christ in the Spirit is the Fire blazing there 
for all who will come.   
 
Every member of this Body has a function, a gift.  
It is God-given.  It probably is what we find our-
selves doing naturally and well.  It can be used 
for the Lord.  It can build up the Body.  Perhaps 
your gift is inconspicuous, hidden.  Perhaps it is 
obvious.  But it is needed.  And Jesus will use 
you and your gift.  Others will benefit from your 
presence and your gift.  We are living parts of 
Jesus’ Body because He chose us.  He knows 
what His grand purpose for His Body is and how 
you and I fit into it.  We only see the little thread 
we sew into the grand fabric.  We only see the 
small part of the building we are helping to con-
struct.   
 
Another story you’ve heard before, but it’s rele-
vant.  A large construction project was going up 
and there were many workers busily doing their 
part in the construction.  Someone came along 

“WE REALLY DO NEED EACH OTHER” 
 

Fr. Richard Bowman 
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an asked a number of the workers what they 
were doing.  Most said they were doing some of 
the rough construction or the rough plumbing or 
something like that.  One man, who was push-
ing a wheelbarrow full of concrete was asked.  
Instead of answering that he was pushing a 
wheelbarrow, he raised his eyes higher than the 
top of the construction and said, “I’m building a 
cathedral”.  He had the vision which enabled 
him to see his small part as an essential ingredi-
ent in the whole. 

May the Lord renew the fire within each one of 
us to love and serve Him more faithfully within 
this portion of His Magnificent Body – at Grace 
Anglican. 
 
Much love and many blessings, 
Fr. Richard 

Grace Anglican  

Annual(?) 

Rummage Sale 
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From the Rector’s Warden 
By Richard Rieder 

“ALWAYS AN UPGRADE” 
When I’m about to leave the 
house, sometimes my wife 
stops me and says, “You can’t 
go out dressed like that!”  
Though being questioned 

about my clothing choice may feel like an affront 
to my good taste, I have realized that her cor-
recting influence is always an upgrade. 
 
Scripture often calls us to “put on” attitudes and 
actions that match our identity in Christ, and to 
cast off behaviors that do not.  We can make 
Jesus known by wearing attitudes and actions 
that reveal His presence in our lives.  The apos-
tle Paul advises us to “put on tender mercies, 
kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 
bearing with one another and forgiving one an-
other” (Colossians 3:12-13a). 

 
He goes on to say that “if anyone has a com-
plaint against another; even as Christ forgave 
you, so you also must forgive.”  Negativity and 
toxic speech must be cast off, for “death and life 
are in the power of the tongue” (Proverbs 
18:21).  Paul concludes this section saying, “But 
above all these things, put on love, which is the 
bond of perfection.  And let the peace of God 
rule in your hearts…” (Colossians 3:14-15a). 
 
Clothing ourselves in Jesus’ likeness begins 
with spending time with Him.  If you hear Him 
say, “You can’t go out like that!” let Him lovingly 
take you back to your “prayer closet” so that He 
can clothe you with His likeness.  It is always an 
upgrade! 
 
Adapted from Our Daily Bread, August 18, 2013 

During Bishop Thompson’s annual visit to 
Grace last spring, he requested a meeting with 
the Vestry.  I asked him to recommend a book 
or program that could help the church to grow.  
His response was, “Natural Church Develop-
ment.”  We ordered a book for each Vestry 
member, and we have slowly but surely ad-
vanced in our understanding Natural Church 
Development (NCD).  NCD was featured at a 
conference of San Diego Anglicans in August, 
and NCD will comprise a major portion of the 
upcoming Kingdom Conference.  We are fortu-
nate that our own Deacon Sue is taking the 
lead for NCD in the Deanery and in the Diocese 
with advising and coaching.  With all of that in 
mind, the Vestry invited Deacon Sue to our 
September 8

th
  meeting.  An outcome of her 

presentation is the Vestry’s decision to continue 
investigating and seriously considering NCD for 
Grace. 
 
What is NCD?  This is from their web site: 

“Natural Church Development (NCD) is all 
about releasing the potential that God has al-
ready implanted in our lives.  Based on re-
search in more than 70,000 churches on six 
continents, NCD describes universal principles 
that are applicable regardless of culture or spir-
itual style.  NCD focuses on increasing the 
quality of a church rather than on specific nu-
merical growth goals.  This emphasis on church 
health has proven to be the key to ongoing 
health and multiplication.” 
 
The Vestry thanked our People’s Warden, Dink 

Nash, for his outstanding advocacy and man-

agement of the Rummage Sale, and also for his 

donation of hot dogs and drinks.  The Vestry 

also thanked all of our wonderful rummage do-

nors and volunteers.  Our net profit was $950.  

Several members spoke of doing a Rummage 

Sale again next year. 

VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS, September 8, 2013 
By Richard Rieder 
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Newsletter Staff 
 

Editor............................. Jean Hawk 

Photographers...............  Kay Focke 

 Nancy Barnes 

  
 

The Newsletter is on the web at 

www.graceanglicanchurch.com 

and is available on Sundays in the 

Narthex.  Please pick up an extra 

copy or two to mail to your friends 

or give to someone you think 

might like to know more about 

Grace Anglican Church. 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Joseph R. Rees 
Rector 

 

The Rev. Richard Bowman 
Assisting Priest 

 

The Rev. Dcn. Susan Bentley 
Spiritual Formation/Small Groups 

 

Jean Hawk 
Parish Admin. 

 

Frances Slaughter 
Treasurer 

 

April Snyder 
Music Director  

 

Colleen Nash 
Altar Guild 

 

Stefanie Vallas 
High School & Middle School Youth 

 

Lucy Rees 

Nursery Care 
 

Jennifer Murphy 

Nursery Care Assistant 
 

Bill Laitinen 
Sexton 

Vestry Members  
(Term Expires in 2014) 

Richard Rieder ...................... 760-631-4683 
(Rector’s Warden) 

Jackie Lansing ...................... 760-855-5796 
William Culbreth .................... 760-931-1377 

Term Expires in 2015) 

Carolyn Blumberg ................. 760-685-1954 
Dink Nash .............................. 760-453-9259 
Jane Rost ............................... 760-535-3476 

(Term Expires in 2016) 

Mitch Dubski.......................... 760-439-5446 
Alfred Focke .......................... 760-721-8485 
Dick Sholly ............................. 760-754-8708 

Sacraments and Pastoral Calls 
 

If you need information regarding the Sacramental ministries of the Church, such as Baptism, Marriage, Reconciliation, 

etc., please consult with the Rector. 
 

Baptisms are administered one Sunday per month within the context of the regular worship service. 
 

Marriages are scheduled year-round but are not normally scheduled during the seasons of Advent and Lent.  Pre-marital 

counseling is available from the clergy and is required for marriage at Grace. 
 

If you desire a pastoral call or would like to meet with one of the clergy, please contact the church office during office 

hours (9 am-3 pm).   

Your Vestry Members 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

The deadline for the Nov. 

newsletter is Tuesday, Oct. 

22nd.  The newsletter  is 

usually published for distribu-

tion on the last Sunday of the 

month.  

Fr. Joe Rees 

Rector 
William Culbreth Jackie Lansing Richard Rieder 

Rector’s Warden 

Jane Rost Carolyn Blumberg Dink Nash 

New Vestry members:  (from L. to R)  Alfred Focke, Mitch 

Dubski, Chris Corey (alternate)  & Dick Sholly. 
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Grace Anglican Church 
4055 Oceanside Blvd., Suite P 
Oceanside, CA  92056 

 
Phone:  760-730-9900 
Email:  churchoffice@graceanglicanchurch.com 
Website: www.graceanglicanchurch.com 
churchoffice@graceanglicanchurch.com 
 

October, 2013 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Sunday Services at Grace Anglican Church 
 7:30 a,m.  Spoken Service with Holy Eucharist 
 8:30 a.m. Holy Communion Service with Choir 
 9:45 a.m. Coffee and fellowship 
 10:00 a.m. Nursery opens 
 10:15 a.m.  Holy Communion Service with Praise Team 
 10:15 a.m. Children’s Church and Sunday School 
 Child Care available at the 10:15 a.m. service. 
 Second Sunday of every month—Fellowship Sunday 
  7:30 a.m. Spoken Service with Holy Eucharist 
  9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Service with Music 
    followed by food and fellowship 

 


